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BY 
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“And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may 

tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. Gather yourselves together, 

and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father.”   Gen. 49:1-2 

 

Introduction 

Three patriarchs make up the “Fatherhood of the Jewish Nation” - Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Abraham 

was strong in the faith.  Abram (Abraham) was called upon by God to leave his homeland, Ur of 

Chaldees and to walk by faith to a land he had never seen.  God promised Abram that He would make 

him a great nation, make his name great, and make him a blessing to all families of the earth.  At the age 

of seventy-five, Abram did as the LORD instructed him to do.  

 

Abraham 

 

“Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy 

country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, 

unto a land that I will show thee: And I will make of thee a 

great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name great; 

and thou shalt be a blessing: And I will bless them that bless 

thee, and curse him that curseth thee: and in thee shall all 

families of the earth be blessed. So Abram departed, as the 

LORD had spoken unto him; and Lot went with him: and 

Abram was seventy and five years old when he departed out 

of Haran. And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his 

brother's son, and all their substance that they had gathered, 

and the souls that they had gotten in Haran; and they went 

forth to go into the land of Canaan; and into the land of 

Canaan they came. And Abram passed through the land unto 

the place of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreh. And the 

Canaanite was then in the land. And the LORD appeared 

unto Abram, and said, Unto thy seed will I give this land: and 
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there builded he an altar unto the LORD, who appeared unto him” (Genesis 12:1-7). 

After coming to the land of Canaan, a famine came up on the land.  Abram took his wife and departed to 

Egypt against the will of God.  Nothing good happens when we go against the will of the Lord.  In 

Abram’s case, he lied, he deceived, and he suffered.  However, God intervened and preserved Abram.   

 

Later in life, Abram grew concerned that he was childless.  How could God honor His promise to Abram 

if he had no progeny to carry on his name?  God promised Abram that he would not need a concubine 

nor another to father him a child.  Listen to what is recorded in Genesis 15:2-15; 18. 

 

“And Abram said, LORD God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my 

house is this Eliezer of Damascus? And Abram said, Behold, to me thou hast given no seed: and, lo, one 

born in my house is mine heir. And, behold, the word of the LORD came unto him, saying, This shall not 

be thine heir; but he that shall come forth out of thine own bowels shall be thine heir. And he brought 

him forth abroad, and said, Look now toward heaven, and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them: 

and he said unto him, So shall thy seed be. And he believed in the LORD; and he counted it to him for 

righteousness. And he said unto him, I am the LORD that brought thee out of Ur of the Chaldees, to give 

thee this land to inherit it. And he said, LORD God, whereby shall I know that I shall inherit it? And he 

said unto him, Take me an heifer of three years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of three 

years old, and a turtledove, and a young pigeon. And he took unto him all these, and divided them in the 

midst, and laid each piece one against another: but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls came 

down upon the carcasses, Abram drove them away. And when the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell 

upon Abram; and, lo, an horror of great darkness fell upon him. And he said unto Abram, Know of a 

surety that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and they shall 

afflict them four hundred years; And also that nation, whom they shall serve, will I judge: and afterward 

shall they come out with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers in peace; thou shalt be buried 

in a good old age…  In the same day the LORD made a covenant with Abram, saying, Unto thy seed 

have I given this land, from the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river Euphrates:” (Genesis 15:2-

15; 18). 

 

Genesis 16 reveals how Abram and Sarai, his wife, schemed to have a child.  God had already told 

Abram that his heir would come from his own bowels.  However, because his wife had not become 

pregnant, Sarai suggested her handmaiden from Egypt to serve as a surrogate mother and bare a child in 

her stead.  It is amazing how often we are prone to hear God’s promises, believe God’s promises, but 

still try to help God fulfill them! 

 

In the process of their scheming, Abraham fathered Ishmael with Hagar, the bondwoman of Sarai.  

Ishmael was NOT the promised seed of Abram.  As a matter of fact, Ishmael’s descendents became the 

bitter enemies of the descendents of Abraham and Sarai (the Jewish people) unto this day.  Genesis 

Chapter 17 reveals that Abram’s name was changed to Abraham.  We also find read that God once again 

restated the promises He had earlier made to Abram. 

 

“And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the LORD appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I 

am the Almighty God; walk before me, and be thou perfect. And I will make my covenant between me 

and thee, and will multiply thee exceedingly. And Abram fell on his face: and God talked with him, 

saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. Neither 

shall thy name any more be called Abram, but thy name shall be Abraham; for a father of many nations 
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have I made thee. And I will make thee exceeding fruitful, and I will make nations of thee, and kings 

shall come out of thee. And I will establish my covenant between me and thee and thy seed after thee in 

their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be a God unto thee, and to thy seed after thee. And I 

will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of 

Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God. And God said unto Abraham, Thou shalt 

keep my covenant therefore, thou, and thy seed after thee in their generations” (Genesis 17:1-9). 

 

God then announced that Abraham and his wife, now named Sarah, would have a son.  Their son’s name 

was to be named Isaac.   

 

 “And God said unto Abraham, As for Sarai thy wife, thou 

shalt not call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall her name be. 

And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: yea, I 

will bless her, and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of 

people shall be of her. Then Abraham fell upon his face, and 

laughed, and said in his heart, Shall a child be born unto 

him that is an hundred years old? and shall Sarah, that is 

ninety years old, bear? And Abraham said unto God, O that 

Ishmael might live before thee! And God said, Sarah thy wife 

shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt call his name 

Isaac: and I will establish my covenant with him for an 

everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him. And as for 

Ishmael, I have heard thee: Behold, I have blessed him, and 

will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceedingly; 

twelve princes shall he beget, and I will make him a great 

nation. But my covenant will I establish with Isaac, which 

Sarah shall bear unto thee at this set time in the next year. 

And he left off talking with him, and God went up from 

Abraham” (Genesis 12:15-22). 

 

Isaac 

 

Genesis 21:1-14 reveals the birth of this promised son, Isaac: 

 
1 And the LORD visited Sarah as he had said, and the LORD did unto Sarah as he had spoken. 

2 For Sarah conceived, and bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken 

to him. 

3 And Abraham called the name of his son that was born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac.  

4 And Abraham circumcised his son Isaac being eight days old, as God had commanded him. 

5 And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his son Isaac was born unto him. 

6 And Sarah said, God hath made me to laugh, so that all that hear will laugh with me. 

7 And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, that Sarah should have given children suck? for I 

have born him a son in his old age. 

8 And the child grew, and was weaned: and Abraham made a great feast the same day that Isaac was 

weaned. 

9 And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which she had born unto Abraham, mocking. 

Hagar & Ishmael Leave Abraham 
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10 Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this bondwoman and her son: for the son of this 

bondwoman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 

11 And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight because of his son. 

12 And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 

bondwoman; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, hearken unto her voice; for in Isaac shall thy seed 

be called. 

13 And also of the son of the bondwoman will I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 

14 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto 

Hagar, putting it on her shoulder, and the child, and sent her away: and she departed, and wandered 

in the wilderness of Beersheba. 
 

Isaac would grow up as the favored, promised seed of Abraham.  When Isaac grew into manhood, 

Abraham would be commanded by God to sacrifice Isaac on Mt. Moriah, something that no parent 

would ever be compelled to obey.  However, Abraham believed God, and he took Isaac (probably 

around 30-33 years of age) to the mountain in obedience to the Lord. 

 

Most of us are familiar with this story, but let us again read it in Genesis 22:1-19 - 

 
1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham: and 

he said, Behold, here I am. 

2 And he said, Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of 

Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

3 And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with 

him, and Isaac his son, and clave the wood for the burnt offering, and rose up, and went unto the place 

of which God had told him. 

4 Then on the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes, and saw the place afar off. 

5 And Abraham said unto his young men, Abide ye here with the ass; and I and the lad will go yonder 

and worship, and come again to you. 

6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, and laid it upon Isaac his son; and he took the fire 

in his hand, and a knife; and they went both of them together. 

7 And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And 

he said, Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering? 

8 And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt offering: so they went both of 

them together. 

9 And they came to the place which God had told him of; and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 

wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, and laid him on the altar upon the wood. 

10 And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his son. 

11 And the angel of the LORD called unto him out of heaven, and said, Abraham, Abraham: and he said, 

Here am I. 

12 And he said, Lay not thine hand upon the lad, neither do thou any thing unto him: for now I know that 

thou fearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only son from me. 

13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes, and looked, and behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 

horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and offered him up for a burnt offering in the stead of his 

son. 

14 And Abraham called the name of that place Jehovahjireh: as it is said to this day, In the mount of the 

LORD it shall be seen. 

15 And the angel of the LORD called unto Abraham out of heaven the second time, 

16 And said, By myself have I sworn, saith the LORD, for because thou hast done this thing, and hast not 

withheld thy son, thine only son: 
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17 That in blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, 

and as the sand which is upon the sea shore; and thy seed shall possess the gate of his enemies; 

18 And in thy seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed; because thou hast obeyed my voice. 

19 So Abraham returned unto his young men, and they rose up and went together to Beersheba; and 

Abraham dwelt at Beersheba. 
 

We could spend a long while pointing out the many doctrinal lessons that can be learned in this one 

passage of Scripture, but we will resist the temptation to do so.  However, a few things must needs be 

pointed out in regard to this story. 

 

Abraham’s son, Isaac, was the “promised seed” of 

Abraham.  Abraham believed that even if he did obey God 

and sacrifice Isaac, God would resurrect him.  How did 

Abraham come to believe in a physical resurrection?  The 

answer is found in the fact that God had resurrected the 

womb of his wife, Sarah.  Sarah was ninety years of age 

when she gave birth to Isaac. 

 

Isaac had to be resurrected IF God was going to be true to 

His promises He had made to Abraham.  Abraham would 

have no descendents if his promised son, Isaac were killed 

before he was able to father a family of children.  The 

progeny of Abraham would have come to an abrupt     

     ending before God’s promises were fulfilled.   

 

While journeying to the top of Mt. Moriah, Isaac asked an interesting question to his father, Abraham.  

“And Isaac spake unto Abraham his father, and said, My father: and he said, Here am I, my son. And he said, 

Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  (Genesis 22:7)  Abraham’s reply to 

Isaac is even more astounding.  “And Abraham said, My son, God will provide himself a lamb for a burnt 

offering:” (Genesis 22:8a).  Whether or not he was actually aware of the prophetic impact of this statement, 

Abraham prophesied that God would one day provide HIMSELF as a Lamb for the sins of the world.  This was 

literally fulfilled when Jesus Christ, the Son of God, came to this world to die on the cross of Calvary. 

 

Isaac said, “Behold the fire and the wood: but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?”  Today, we see the “wood” 

(that’s the Cross); we see the “lamb” (that’s the Christ).  The question that begs to be answered today is “Where’s 

the Fire?”  The fire is what is needed in the church today more than anything!  How bright is YOUR fire burning 

for the cause of Christ? 

 

Without spending all of our time discussing the life of Isaac, let us fast-forward to the time that Isaac is wed to his 

wife, Rebekah.  We begin reading in Genesis 25:20 – 

 

20 And Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah to wife, the daughter of Bethuel the Syrian of 

Padanaram, the sister to Laban the Syrian. 

21 And Isaac entreated the LORD for his wife, because she was barren:  and the LORD was entreated of 

him, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 

22 And the children struggled together within her; and she said, If it be so, why am I thus? And she went 

to inquire of the LORD. 

Abraham Offers Isaac 
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23 And the LORD said unto her, Two nations are in thy womb, and two manner of people shall be 

separated from thy bowels; and the one people shall be stronger than the other people; and the elder 

shall serve the younger. 

24 And when her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were twins in her womb. 

25 And the first came out red, all over like an hairy garment; and they called his name Esau. 

26 And after that came his brother out, and his hand took hold on Esau's heel; and his name was called 

Jacob: and Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 

27 And the boys grew: and Esau was a cunning hunter, a man of the field; and Jacob was a plain man, 

dwelling in tents. 

28 And Isaac loved Esau, because he did eat of his venison: but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

29 And Jacob sod pottage: and Esau came from the field, and he was faint: 

30 And Esau said to Jacob, Feed me, I pray thee, with that same red pottage; for I am faint: therefore was 

his name called Edom. 

31 And Jacob said, Sell me this day thy birthright. 

32 And Esau said, Behold, I am at the point to die: and what profit shall this birthright do to me? 

33 And Jacob said, Swear to me this day; and he sware unto him: and he sold his birthright unto Jacob. 

34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils; and he did eat and drink, and rose up, and went 

his way: thus Esau despised his birthright. 
 

Isaac and Rebekah had twin sons.  The younger (Jacob) came out of the womb clutching the heel of his 

elder brother (Esau).  As prophesied by Moses, two nations came out of Rebekah’s womb.  Esau sold his 

birthright to his younger brother, Jacob.  The custom of that day was for the firstborn son to receive a 

“double-portion” of inheritance among other privileges.  Esau placed little value on his birthright and 

sold it for a “bowl of soup.”  This relinquishing of his birthright was the root of the two nations that 

would be formed by these two sons. 

 

Jacob 

 

Jacob would be blessed by Isaac, though he was too blind to tell it was 

really Jacob, Jacob would flee from his brother, Esau, to Laban, 

Rebekah’s brother, who lived in Padanaram.  There Jacob would meet a 

beautiful maiden, Rachel, who he was determined to marry.  Jacob agreed 

to work for Laban for seven years that he might wed Rachel. Upon 

fulfilling his promise, Jacob asked for 

Rachel.  Laban prepared a great feast, 

and in the evening, brought Leah (not 

Rachel) unto Jacob to wed.  Jacob went 

in unto Leah to consummate the 

marriage, unaware Laban had deceived 

him.  In the morning, Jacob discovered 

that his bride was not Rachel, but rather 

her elder sister, Leah.  

 

The next morning, Jacob went to his uncle/father-in-law, Laban, and 

asked why he done such a thing to him, seeing that he had been 

honorable in fulfilling his contract of working for him seven years.  

Laban’s excuse was that the custom of his land was that the firstborn Leah Veiled 

Jacob Meets Rachel 
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be wed before the younger daughters.  He then proposed that Jacob work another seven years and he 

would be given Rachel also as a wife.  Jacob agreed.   

 

It is important to note that both Leah and Rachel were also given handmaids to serve them in their 

homes.  These two handmaids, Zilpah and Bilhah, would become concubines of Jacob during his 

marriages to Leah and Rachel. 

 

A problem immediately arose in this fickle family of Jacob – 

 
30 And he went in also unto Rachel, and he loved also Rachel more than Leah, and served with him 

yet seven other years. 
31 And when the LORD saw that Leah was hated, he opened her womb: but Rachel was barren. 
32 And Leah conceived, and bare a son, and she called his name Reuben: for she said, Surely the 

LORD hath looked upon my affliction; now therefore my husband will love me. 
33 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Because the LORD hath heard I was hated, he 

hath therefore given me this son also: and she called his name Simeon. 
34 And she conceived again, and bare a son; and said, Now this time will my husband be joined unto 

me, because I have born him three sons: therefore was his name called Levi. 
35 And she conceived again, and bare a son: and she said, Now will I 

praise the LORD: therefore she called his name Judah; and left 

bearing. 
 

Upon reading the remainder of the story, we find that Rachel envies Leah 

to the point that she gives Jacob her handmaid, Bilhah, as a surrogate 

mother (concubine) to bear children on her behalf.  Then Leah does the 

same.  In all, Jacob fathers twelve sons by four different women!  These 

are Twelve Sons of Jacob are the same twelve sons that become the heads 

of the Twelve Tribes of Israel.  Jacob’s name is literally changed by 

Jehovah when he wrestles with the “Angel of the Lord” at the brook 

Jabbok. 

 
22 And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two womenservants, and his eleven sons, 

and passed over the ford Jabbok. 
23 And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent over that he had.  
24 And And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him until the breaking of the day. 
25 And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he touched the hollow of his thigh; and the 

hollow of Jacob's thigh was out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 
26 And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh. And he said, I will not let thee go, except thou bless 

me. 
27 And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 
28 And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: for as a prince hast thou power 

with God and with men, and hast prevailed. 
29 And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name. And he said, Wherefore is it that 

thou dost ask after my name? And he blessed him there. 
30 And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen God face to face, and my life is 

preserved. 
31 And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he halted upon his thigh. 
32 Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which shrank, which is upon the hollow of the 

thigh, unto this day: because he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

Jacob Wrestles with God 
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Abraham waited on a son; and though he backslid for a time, he is called the “Friend of God”.  Isaac 

was just the opposite of his father;  he was a non-entity;  he really never accomplished anything 

profoundly notable;  the only great thing recorded of him is that he dug some wells and drove off an 

enemy;  he never truly stepped out in faith as did his father, and he is not noted as having accomplished 

any great task.  Jacob, on the other hand, is depicted as a man who wavered often in faith; he would live 

for God for a time, then he would backslide; he would do great things, but then stray from being faithful. 

 

We now fast-forward in the life of Jacob.  

We will begin our study of the sons of 

Jacob in Genesis Chapter 49.  Jacob is 

147 years old and on his death bed in the 

land of Goshen in Egypt. He knows that 

he is dying, so he calls his twelve sons to 

his bedside and tells them what the 

future holds for them and why.  No 

doubt each of the 12 sons are anxious to 

hear what he will say, and they stand 

near his bed as he discloses their 

prophesies.  Jacob begins with his 

firstborn son, Reuben, and continues 

one-by-one until he discloses the 

prophecy each son ending with his 

youngest, little Benjamin. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jacob Foretells Future of His 12 Sons 
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The Sons of Jacob: 

Reuben 
(Genesis 49:1-4) 

 
“And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, that I may 
tell you that which shall befall you in the last days.  Gather yourselves together, 
and hear, ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father. Reuben, thou 
art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of 
dignity, and the excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; 
because thou wentest up to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to 
my couch.”    
Genesis 49:1-4 
 
 
The Pronouncement of Reuben 
 

Jacob calls for his sons to come to his bedside.  He is 147 years old, dying, and he wants to say 

something that will benefit his sons in the days ahead.  The first son he addresses is his firstborn son, 

Reuben.  Here’s what Jacob says in his pronouncement to Reuben: 

 

“Reuben, thou art my firstborn, my might, and the beginning of my strength, the excellency of 

dignity, and the excellency of power: Unstable as water, thou shalt not excel; because thou wentest up 

to thy father's bed; then defiledst thou it: he went up to my couch.”  (Genesis 49:3-4) 

 
As we break down Jacob’s pronouncement to his son, Reuben, we find three (3) scenes.  First, we see 

the birth of Reuben – “thou art my firstborn”.  The name “Reuben” literally means “a son”.  Heritage 

is important to the Jewish people.  Reuben was born “first”, and therefore, much was expected of him.  

He was born to Jacob and Leah, his wife obtained through the deception of Laban, his mother’s brother.  

It is also interesting to note that Jacob begins his pronouncement to Reuben by issuing a commendation.  

Jacob says that Reuben was “the beginning of my strength…”  No doubt Jacob was proud to have a 

son, regardless whether Reuben was born by Leah or Rachel, his true love. 

 

Secondly, we see the scene of Reuben’s adulthood.  Reuben must have been a “good boy” during his 

adolescent years.  No doubt he must have been respectful and obedient to his father, Jacob, for Jacob 

says of Reuben that he is, “the excellency of dignity, and the excellency of power.” He have been a son 

a father could be proud of; a source of family pride and dignity for the family name.  Reuben was the 

first of many sons that would in turn help Jacob to become a strong man with a strong family. 
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Thirdly, we find another scene, however, that is not 

so pleasant to Reuben or to those around the bedside 

of Jacob.  “Unstable as water, thou shalt not 

excel...”  This is not a commendation of Reuben, but 

rather a condemnation of Reuben!  Jacob said that 

Reuben was “unstable as water!”  Water always 

seeks the path of less resistance.  It is not stable in 

that you never can tell for certain which way it might 

decide to travel.  Just look at a creek or river.  These 

streams wind their way back and forth, creating 

curves and twists and turns along their paths.  Jacob 

says that Reuben will NOT excel because he is 

unstable as water.  What happened to cause such a 

rebuke by a father who is on his death bed? 

 

In Genesis 35:21-22 we find the event that caused such a harsh condemnation of Reuben by Jacob.   

 

“And Israel journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of Edar. And it came to pass, when Israel dwelt in 

that land, that Reuben went and lay with Bilhah his father's concubine: and Israel heard it.” 
 

While his father, Jacob, was away on business, Reuben was overcome with lust!  Reuben committed adultery and 

fornication with his father’s concubine, Bilhah, who was also Rachel’s handmaid.  Bilhah bore Jacob’s sons, Dan 

and Naphtali.  This had occurred some forty (40) years prior to this meeting in the land of Goshen.  Jacob had 

heard of Reuben’s actions, but he had never confronted him until now.  Jacob says, “Unstable as water, thou 

shalt not excel...”  That’s all that Jacob has to say to his firstborn son, Reuben - 3 Scenes: 

 

1.  You were my first born - the beginning of my strength. 

2.  You were Excellency of dignity and Excellency of power. 

3.  BUT - You are “Unstable as Water!  You will not excel!” 

 

 

The Prophecy of Reuben 
 

 

Nothing is more unstable than water; Water always take the path of least resistance. Whenever 

something opposes it, it takes the easiest route.  Imagine how Reuben must have felt when his father 

said, “Reuben, you will not excel because you are unstable as water!”  These two phrases go together:  

will not excel - unstable as water.   

 

If you ever find someone who is unstable, you will find someone that you cannot depend on!  People 

that start to church, then quit… People who start a bus ministry, then quit…..People who start having 

prayer in their home; then quit… People who start to tithe, then quit… People who start to read their 

Bible, then quit… People who start to visit, then quit. Such people who are On/Off - On/Off - On/Off 

are people who are like Reuben - They are Unstable and Will NOT Excel!  If anyone is going to develop 

a ministry - they must be people that are Stable - Consistent - Stedfast - Unmovable (1 Cor. 15:58). 

 

 

Reuben: Unstable as Water 
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The Problem of Reuben 
 

 

In the Book of Numbers we find two different censuses taken of the tribes of Israel - the heads of which 

were the twelve (12) sons of Jacob.  In Numbers 1:21 there were 46,500 people numbered in the tribe of 

Reuben.  In Numbers 26:7 we find that there were only 43,730 people numbered.  This is a total of 2,770 

less than the first census.  What had happened?  While the other tribes of Israel were increasing in 

population, Reuben’s descendants were decreasing in population! 

 

Remember Jacob’s prophecy of his firstborn son, 

Reuben, “You Are Unstable As Water…Thou Shalt 

Not Excel!”  (Genesis 49:4)  We find that Reuben’s 

tribe was DYING - It had the sentence of DEATH upon 

it - There was nothing that Reuben or his descendants 

could do to help themselves! 

 

However, there was someone who stepped in to help 

Reuben.  His name was Moses!  Deuteronomy 33 

provides us with a set of prophecies that were 

pronounced by Moses before his death.  In 

Deuteronomy 33:6, Moses had something to say 

concerning Jacob’s firstborn.  Notice the remarkable 

prayer that Moses offers up on behalf of Reuben: 

 

“Let Reuben live, and not die; and let not his men be few.”  (Deuteronomy 33:6) 

 

What a foreshadowing of the Lord Jesus Christ, our great Mediator!  Like Reuben, every man, woman, 

boy, and girl is born with the sentence of death upon them (Romans 3:23; 5:12; 6:23).  Like Reuben, 

every person born of woman is helpless to prevent the appointment of death.  Not only does mankind 

faith the certainty of death, but also the certainty of judgment.  There is nothing that we can do to save 

ourselves from the penalty of sin (Isaiah 64:6; Romans 3:10). 

 

Like Reuben, we need a Mediator to stand in the gap and intercede on our behalf.  Thank God mankind 

has such a One willing to mediate for us.  “For there is one God, and one Mediator between God and 

men, the man Christ Jesus; who gave Himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.” (1 

Timothy 2:5-6).  Thank God that Jesus Christ, our great Mediator, came and stood in the gap between 

God the Father and Us!  The whole purpose that Jesus came into this world is found in 1 Timothy 1:15, 

“…Christ Jesus came to save sinners!” 
 

I don’t have time, but IF I DID, I would read Revelation 7:5 that reveals 12,000 Jews from the tribe of 

Reuben were saved and sealed by God after the Rapture of the Church!  Reuben is still alive and well in 

the Tribulation!  

 

I don’t have time, but IF I DID, I would read Ezekiel 48:6 that reveals that during the Millennial 

Kingdom and reign of Christ upon this earth there will be a portion for the Tribe of Reuben!  We See 

Reuben Still Alive and Well in the Millennium! 

Moses Prays, “Let Reuben Live, and Not Die!” 
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I don’t have time, but IF I DID, I would read Revelation 21:12 that shows that the name of Reuben is 

one of the twelve tribes of Israel that appears on the gates of Heaven!  Does this mean that Jews from 

the tribe of Reuben will be in Heaven?  I don’t know about you, but I don’t believe that God would put a 

man’s name upon the gates of Heaven and not allow him to go there! 

 

There seems to be at least one particular lesson that stands out in this prophecy of Reuben:   

“No matter what you have done in this life, God’s GRACE is sufficient to forgive a man and put his 

name in Heaven!” God’s Grace can take a Peter and make him a mighty preacher that leads 3,000 souls 

to Christ on a single day! God’s Grace can take a Saul, a man that persecuted the early Christians, and 

change him into a Paul, a minister to the Gentiles!  God’s Grace can take a Reuben, a son who sinned 

grossly against his own father, and place his name on the gates of Heaven!  God’s Grace can take YOU 

and ME and use us to minister to the masses of this present-day world!  Is it because of WHAT or WHO 

WE ARE???  NO!  NO!  A thousand times NO!!  It is God provided us with a Mediator who came down 

from Heaven to die for us when we had the sentence of death upon us, JUST LIKE REUBEN! 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Simeon & Levi 

(Genesis 49:5-7) 

           
“Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O 
my soul, come not thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honor, be not 
thou united: for in their anger they slew a man, and in their self-will they digged 
down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was 
cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.”  Genesis 49:5-7 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Let’s review… Jacob is on his death bed with his 12 sons surrounding him.  The spirit of prophecy has 

come upon him, and he tells each of his twelve sons “that which shall befall them in the last days.”  He 

has no land or material possessions to give them, so he gives them the most valuable thing he has - The 

Promises of God. 

 

The name of Reuben means “a son”.  Reuben is told that he is “excellency of dignity & power”, but that 

he is “unstable as water!  Thou shalt NOT Excel!”  There never came any “great man, leader, or 

prophet” from the tribe of Reuben.  Deuteronomy 22:22 declares that the penalty of death was upon the 

tribe of Reuben, yet we see the Grace of God portrayed in the act of Moses who interceded on Reuben’s 

behalf.  Moses said, “Let Reuben live, and not die!”  The tribe of Reuben did live - We saw Reuben in 

the Tribulation, the Millennium, and in Heaven.   

 

All mankind is born with the sentence of death.  Paul instructs us, “Wherefore, as by one man sin entered 

into the world, and death by sin; and so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned”  (Romans 5:12).  
However, like Reuben, we too have a Mediator.  His name is Jesus Christ.  Yeshua HaMashiach (Jesus 

the Messiah) came to seek and to save the lost.  By becoming our Substitute on Calvary, Jesus was in 

essence saying, “Let them LIVE and NOT DIE!”  Have YOU come to Jesus for forgiveness and eternal 

life?  If not, bow your head and your heart to Him right now and ask Him to save your sinful soul. 

 

Now let us move from Reuben to the next two Sons:  Simeon & Levi.   

 

Simeon & Levi: Two Bad Boys 
 

Simeon & Levi had the same mother as Reuben - Leah.  Simeon & Levi had the same nature - They 

were “bad boys”.  These 2 Bad Boys did everything together: 

1.  They ran together; played together; stayed together. 

2.  When they got angry….they got angry together. 

3.  When they got self-willed…they got self-willed together. 
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4.  When they killed a man….they killed a man together. 

5.  When they tore down a wall….they tore down a wall together. 

6.  When Jacob told their prophecy…he told them together! 

Their father, Jacob, has nothing good to say to these two bad boys.  Listen to what Jacob said: 
 

“Simeon and Levi are brethren; instruments of cruelty are in their habitations. O my soul, come not 

thou into their secret; unto their assembly, mine honor, be not thou united: for in their anger they 

slew a man, and in their self-will they digged down a wall. Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; 

and their wrath, for it was cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel.”  (Genesis 

49:5-7) 

 
 

The Case of Simeon & Levi 
 

 

The problem began as a “family affair”, but it escalated into a major conflict between the Jews and the 

Hivites of the land of Canaan.  Let’s examine the background to Jacob’s prophecy by reading Genesis 

Chapter 34. 

 

“And Dinah the daughter of Leah, which she bare unto Jacob, went out to see the daughters of the land.  

And when Shechem the son of Hamor the Hivite, prince of the country, saw her, he took her, and lay 

with her, and defiled her. And his soul clave unto Dinah the daughter of Jacob, and he loved the damsel, 

and spake kindly unto the damsel. And Shechem spake unto his father Hamor, saying, Get me this 

damsel to wife. And Jacob heard that he had defiled Dinah his daughter: now his sons were with his 

cattle in the field: and Jacob held his peace until they were come. And Hamor the father of Shechem 

went out unto Jacob to commune with him. And the sons of Jacob came out of the field when they heard 

it: and the men were grieved, and they were very wroth, because he had wrought folly in Israel in lying 

with Jacob's daughter: which thing ought not to be done. And Hamor communed with them, saying, The 

soul of my son Shechem longeth for your daughter: I pray you give her him to wife.  And make ye 

marriages with us, and give your daughters unto us, and take our daughters unto you. And ye shall 

dwell with us: and the land shall be before you; dwell and trade ye therein, and get you possessions 

therein. And Shechem said unto her father and unto her brethren, Let me find grace in your eyes, and 

what ye shall say unto me I will give. Ask me never so much dowry and gift, and I will give according as 

ye shall say unto me: but give me the damsel to wife. And the sons of Jacob answered Shechem and 

Hamor his father deceitfully, and said, because he had defiled Dinah their sister: And they said unto 

them, We cannot do this thing, to give our sister to one that is uncircumcised; for that were a reproach 

unto us: But in this will we consent unto you: If ye will be as we be, that every male of you be 

circumcised; Then will we give our daughters unto you, and we will take your daughters to us, and we 

will dwell with you, and we will become one people. But if ye will not hearken unto us, to be 

circumcised; then will we take our daughter, and we will be gone. And their words pleased Hamor, and 

Shechem Hamor's son. And the young man deferred not to do the thing, because he had delight in 

Jacob's daughter: and he was more honorable than all the house of his father. And Hamor and Shechem 

his son came unto the gate of their city, and communed with the men of their city, saying, These men are 

peaceable with us; therefore let them dwell in the land, and trade therein; for the land, behold, it is 

large enough for them; let us take their daughters to us for wives, and let us give them our daughters. 

Only herein will the men consent unto us for to dwell with us, to be one people, if every male among us 

be circumcised, as they are circumcised. Shall not their cattle and their substance and every beast of 
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theirs be ours? only let us consent unto them, and they will dwell with us. And unto Hamor and unto 

Shechem his son hearkened all that went out of the gate of his city; and every male was circumcised, all 

that went out of the gate of his city. And it came to pass on the third day, when they were sore, that two 

of the sons of Jacob, Simeon and Levi, Dinah's brethren, took each man his sword, and came upon the 

city boldly, and slew all the males.  And they slew Hamor and Shechem his son with the edge of the 

sword, and took Dinah out of Shechem's house, and went out. The sons of Jacob came upon the slain, 

and spoiled the city, because they had defiled their sister. They took their sheep, and their oxen, and 

their asses, and that which was in the city, and that which was in the field, And all their wealth, and all 

their little ones, and their wives took they captive, and spoiled even all that was in the house. And Jacob 

said to Simeon and Levi, Ye have troubled me to make me to stink among the inhabitants of the land, 

among the Canaanites and the Perizzites: and I being few in number, they shall gather themselves 

together against me, and slay me; and I shall be destroyed, I and my house. And they said, Should he 

deal with our sister as with an harlot?” 
 

There are six specific aspects we need to consider: 

 

1.  Time - (vs. 1) Dinah went out to meet other daughters.  This is most 

likely where her troubles began.  There is nothing wrong with 

associating with unbelievers, so long as you do not allow them to 

influence you in the process. 

2.  Type - (vs. 2) Dinah met an unbeliever, though in and of itself is not an 

issue.  However, Dinah became infatuated with him, as did he with her.  

3.  Tragedy - (vs. 2) Dinah lost the “flower of her purity”.  She forgot 

who she was – she was one of the chosen, purchased, covenanted 

people of God, and with this special privilege came responsibility to 

God.  

4.  Terms - (vss. 15; 19) There should have been no marriage because God did not want Israel 

to intermarry with the Canaanite people.  However, in a scheme to deceive the Hivites, a 

covenant was conceived if the Hivites would agree to circumcise their males; God had 

marked His people, the Jewish people. 

5.  Transgression - (vss. 25-29) In a cowardly action, Simeon and Levi led an attack upon the 

Hivites while they were incapacitated by circumcision. Simeon and Levi were guilty of both 

deception and murder.  No matter how badly YOU have been treated by others, it gives you 

no right to lower yourself to their level of iniquity. 

6.  Testimony - (vs. 30) Simeon & Levi made the name of Jacob “stink”. 

 

There have been many children who have made their parents name stink. How would like to be the 

parent of Adolph Hitler, Saddam Hussein, Jack the Ripper, Timothy McVeigh, or Judas Iscariot?  It was 

so bad for Jacob’s family name that God told him to go to Beth-el (Gen. 35:1).  Jacob was partly to 

blame for the actions of his sons!  Parents are always accountable for the actions of their children! 

 

The Character of Simeon & Levi 
 

Jacob identifies 3 character flaws of Simeon & Levi:  They were “cruel, angry, & self-willed”.   
 

CRUEL  (vss. 3; 7) – 

Dinah Defiled 
by Shechem 

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.keyway.ca/gif/dinah.gif&imgrefurl=http://www.keyway.ca/htm2009/20090211.htm&usg=__YoPz9ddJFiQFpoo7m8mdbwOuxF4=&h=193&w=155&sz=13&hl=en&start=43&um=1&tbnid=avjYz1qRV6K-BM:&tbnh=103&tbnw=83&prev=/images?q=Dinah+marries+Shechem&ndsp=18&hl=en&rlz=1T4TSHB_en___US331&sa=N&start=36&um=1
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Simeon and Levi were terribly cruel in their actions.  What an illustration of God’s Word concerning the 

sinfulness of man.  Jeremiah 17:9 says, The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: 

who can know it?  The Apostle Paul gave a 14-fold indictment of the sinfulness of mankind, “As it is 

written, There is none righteous, no, not one: There is none that understandeth, there is none that 

seeketh after God. They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there is 

none that doeth good, no, not one. Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used 

deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: Their feet 

are swift to shed blood: Destruction and misery are in their ways: And the way of peace have they not 

known: There is no fear of God before their eyes” (Romans 3:10-18). 

 

ANGRY  (vss. 6-7) –  

 

In vengeance and retribution they lashed out against a man that had defiled their sister Dinah.  No doubt 

any of us would have been angry about such an action, but that still did not give them the right to attack 

the entire city of the Hivites when it was Shechem that had committed the wrong.  In fact, we are not 

told whether Dinah did not have a part in the act herself.  Regardless, we are told how cruel and angry 

Simeon and Levi were in their treatment of the entire city of Shechem.  They gave no thought to the 

family and friends and neighbors of Shechem.  Most of these people had nothing to do with the situation 

at all. 
 

SELF-WILLED  (vss. 6-7) –  

 

Not once do we read that Simeon or Levi consulted God in this matter.  Neither 

did they consult their father in their plans.  In their anger and cruelty Simeon 

and Levi tore down a wall in order to accomplish their vengeance.  In 

premeditation, they devised a plan to kill a whole city of men that had been 

incapacitated by circumcision.  How cowardly Simeon and Levi were to not 

even face these men as men! 

 

 
 

The Consequences of Simeon & Levi’s Actions 

 

“Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce; and their wrath, for it was 

cruel: I will divide them in Jacob, and scatter them in Israel” 

(Genesis 49:7). 
 

If you look at a map showing the locations of the twelve tribes of 

Israel, Simeon is located way down in the South all alone.  Because of 

his actions, Simeon was divided from the rest of the nation in the 

Negev desert. Levi was not given a portion of land at all! They later 

became the priestly tribe that was absorbed into the other eleven, living 

in 48 different cities (ref. - Josh. 13:32-14:5). This is what you do to 

bad boys - You separate them from the rest of the bunch! The heritage 

Simeon & Levi 
Tore Down a Wall 
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of Simeon was separated and Levi was scattered just as the Lord had promised! 

 
 

The Caution of Simeon & Levi 
 
The caution of vs. 6 was given so that both Jacob and others would not get involved with the people of 

Simeon & Levi. So often it happens that the parents are more influenced by their children than the 

children influenced by their parents! Parents should beware not to get caught up in the anger and cruelty 

and self-will of their children! 

 

 

The Charge of Moses Levi 
 
As we stated previously, Moses had much to say about the Twelve Tribes of Israel prior to his death.  In 

the case of Reuben, we read how Moses mediated on behalf of the Tribe of Reuben.  Reuben had the 

sentence of death upon it, and according to the numberings of the Jewish population, the tribe of Reuben 

was decreasing.  Moses interceded on their behalf by praying, “Let Reuben live, and not die; and let 

not his men be few” (Deuteronomy 33:6). 

 

In the case of the Tribe of Levi, Moses again intercedes on their behalf. In this action of intercession, we 

again see the grace of God. Let’s read what is written in Deuteronomy 33:8 – 

 

“And of Levi he said, Let thy Thummim and thy Urim be with thy holy one, whom thou didst prove at 

Massah, and with whom thou didst strive at the waters of Meribah.” 

 

Moses prayed that the instruments of guidance be given to the tribe of Levi as “priests” over Israel. 

Why should God use these “bad boys” as the priestly tribe in His service?  The same reason why God 

chooses to use people like YOU and ME today! We no more deserve the privilege of serving God than 

did the children of Levi, yet God in His infinite grace and mercy allows us the honor to be “ambassadors 

of Jesus Christ” in this present, evil world. 

 

The Change of Levi 
 

God has affected changes in the lives of many “Bad Boys”: 

 

1.  GEORGE MUELLER - In England, George Mueller founded an 

orphanage that fed children for years.  Only by faith did this orphanage 

remain open.  However, before he turned to God in faith, he was a bad 

boy.  He attended his own mother’s funeral in a drunken stupor at the age 

of 14.  However, before his mother died, she prayed for the salvation of 

her son, George, for years.  One day George received Jesus Christ as his 

personal Saviour and became a mighty man of God in caring for orphans 

in England. 

 

2.  JOHN NEWTON - This bad boy wrote the song, “Amazing Grace”.  

Before he wrote this timeless hymn, he ran away from home at a very 
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early age.  He later confessed the reason he ran away was to get away from his godly 

mother’s prayers.  He couldn’t stand to hear her pray for his lost soul.  He became a slave 

trader, and it is said that the sailors aboard his boat would hold their ears to stop from hearing 

the cursings and blasphemies from Newton’s mouth!  Yet, after Newton was glorious saved, 

God used him to write, perhaps, the greatest hymn ever written! 

 

Why did Moses mediate on behalf of Levi?  Let’s find out by looking back at the giving of the Law to 

Moses on Mt. Sinai in Exodus 32:26-29: 

 

“And when Moses saw that the people were naked; (for Aaron had made them naked unto their 

shame among their enemies:) Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp, and said, Who is on the 

LORD's side? let him come unto me. And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him. 

And he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side, and 

go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp, and slay every man his brother, and every man 

his companion, and every man his neighbor. And the children of Levi did according to the word of 

Moses: and there fell of the people that day about three thousand men. For Moses had said, 

Consecrate yourselves today to the LORD, even every man upon his son, and upon his brother; that 

he may bestow upon you a blessing this day.” 

 

Something happened at Massah and Meribah.  When Moses went upon the mount, the children of Israel 

fell into gross idolatry. They fashioned a golden calf with their golden earrings, bracelets, and jewelry. 

When Moses came down and saw their sinfulness, he asked, “Who is on the Lord’s side?”  (vs. 26), 

“Let him come to unto me.  And all the sons of Levi gathered themselves together unto him.” 
 

Did you see it?  The Sons of Levi walked to the side of Moses and took their stand for God that day!  

God still LOVES prodigals who repent!  He is still willing to forgive those that repent of their sins and 

place back into service!  Maybe YOU are in the same condition as the Tribe of Levi?  Maybe YOU have 

been a “bad boy” or a “bad girl”.  If so, then I have Good News for YOU!  God wants to forgive YOU if 

YOU will only repent and choose to stand with Him! 
 

It is interesting to note that Levi turned back to God and was blessed, but there is no record that Simeon 

ever did.  Neither is there any record in the Word of God that the tribe of Simeon in any great way 

throughout the history of Israel.  My friend, it just makes good sense to repent of your sins and turn your 

life over to the Lord.  You will never be sorry! 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Judah 

(Genesis 49:8-12) 

 
“Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand shall be in the 
neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall bow down before thee. Judah is 
a lion's whelp: from the prey, my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he 
couched as a lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come; 
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal unto the vine, 
and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his 
clothes in the blood of grapes: His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth 
white with milk.”   Genesis 49:8-12 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Let’s review what we have seen so far.  Jacob is on his death bed in the land of Goshen.  He calls for his 

sons to come to his bedside.  “And Jacob called unto his sons, and said, Gather yourselves together, 

that I may tell you that which shall befall you in the last days. Gather yourselves together, and hear, 

ye sons of Jacob; and hearken unto Israel your father” (Genesis 49:1-2). 

 

First, Jacob speaks to his firstborn, Reuben.  Reuben was a “bad boy” in that he defiled the bed of his 

father.  Jacob says Reuben is “unstable as water; he shall not excel!”  Secondly, Jacob speaks to Simeon 

and Levi together.  They are also “bad boys”.  In their cruelty, anger, and self-will, they conceived a 

plan to destroy an entire city.  This preconceived plan was out of vengeance for their sister, Dinah, who 

had been defiled by Shechem, a Hivite.  Jacob separated both of these “bad boys” from one another and 

the rest of the tribes of Israel. 

 

 

Judah: The Old Testament Prodigal 
 

We now come to fourth son addressed by Jacob.  His name is 

Judah.  Moses records Jacob’s words in Genesis 49:8-12: 

 

“Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise: thy hand 

shall be in the neck of thine enemies; thy father's children shall 

bow down before thee. Judah is a lion's whelp: from the prey, 

my son, thou art gone up: he stooped down, he couched as a 

lion, and as an old lion; who shall rouse him up? The sceptre 

shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from between his 

Judah: Old Testament 
Prodigal of Jacob 
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feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the gathering of the people be. Binding his foal unto the 

vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the 

blood of grapes: His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.” 

 
Like Reuben, Simeon, and Levi, Jacob’s fourth son, Judah, was also a bad boy. Why was Judah a “bad 

boy”?  We read the story of Genesis Chapter 38 in order to better understand Judah’s wicked past. 

 

“And it came to pass at that time, that Judah went down from his brethren, and turned in to a certain 

Adullamite, whose name was Hirah. And Judah saw there a daughter of a certain Canaanite, whose 

name was Shuah; and he took her, and went in unto her. And she conceived, and bare a son; and he 

called his name Er. And she conceived again, and bare a son; and she called his name Onan. And 

she yet again conceived, and bare a son; and called his name Shelah: and he was at Chezib, when she 

bare him. And Judah took a wife for Er his firstborn, whose name was Tamar. And Er, Judah's 

firstborn, was wicked in the sight of the LORD; and the LORD slew him. And Judah said unto Onan, 

Go in unto thy brother's wife, and marry her, and raise up seed to thy brother. And Onan knew that 

the seed should not be his; and it came to pass, when he went in unto his brother's wife, that he 

spilled it on the ground, lest that he should give seed to his brother. And the thing which he did 

displeased the LORD: wherefore he slew him also. Then said Judah to Tamar his daughter in law, 

Remain a widow at thy father's house, till Shelah my son be grown: for he said, Lest peradventure he 

die also, as his brethren did. And Tamar went and dwelt in her father's house. And in process of time 

the daughter of Shuah Judah's wife died; and Judah was comforted, and went up unto his 

sheepshearers to Timnath, he and his friend Hirah the Adullamite. And it was told Tamar, saying, 

Behold thy father in law goeth up to Timnath to shear his sheep. And she put her widow's garments 

off from her, and covered her with a vail, and wrapped herself, and sat in an open place, which is by 

the way to Timnath; for she saw that Shelah was grown, and she was not given unto him to wife. 

When Judah saw her, he thought her to be an harlot; because she had covered her face. And he 

turned unto her by the way, and said, Go to, I pray thee, let me come in unto thee; (for he knew not 

that she was his daughter in law.) And she said, What wilt thou give me, that thou mayest come in 

unto me? And he said, I will send thee a kid from the flock. And she said, Wilt thou give me a pledge, 

till thou send it? And he said, What pledge shall I give thee? And she said, Thy signet, and thy 

bracelets, and thy staff that is in thine hand. And he gave it her, and came in unto her, and she 

conceived by him. And she arose, and went away, and laid by her vail from her, and put on the 

garments of her widowhood. And Judah sent the kid by the hand of his friend the Adullamite, to 

receive his pledge from the woman's hand: but he found her not. Then he asked the men of that 

place, saying, Where is the harlot, that was openly by the way side? And they said, There was no 

harlot in this place. And he returned to Judah, and said, I cannot find her; and also the men of the 

place said, that there was no harlot in this place. And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be 

shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not found her. And it came to pass about three months 

after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, 

behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt. When 

she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with 

child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff. And 

Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been more righteous than I; because that I gave her 

not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no more.”  (Genesis 38:1-26) 
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I will not take the time to fully discuss all that is contained in this passage of Scripture.  In a brief 

summary, we find that Judah had three (3) sons – Er, Onan, and Shelah.  Er, Judah’s first son, was 

wicked in the sight of the Lord.  He died not long after he married Tamar.  Judah instructed Er’s 

brother, Onan, to take Tamar to wife and bring up a seed for his diseased brother, as was the custom.  

Though Onan did take Tamar, he refused to raise up a seed for his brother, knowing that it would not be 

his.  In so refusing, Onan displeased the Lord, the Lord slew Onan.  Again, Tamar is widowed and Judah 

has lost a second son. 

 

Judah instructed Tamar to dwell at her father’s house until his third son, Shelah, be grown into 

manhood.  Tamar agreed, but in the process of time, after Shelah had grown into manhood, Judah’s wife 

died.  Not long after, Judah and a friend went up to Timnath to shear sheep.  Tamar was told that her 

father-in-law, Judah went to Timnath, and that he had reneged on his agreement to her unto Shelah to 

wife.   

 

Tamar conceived a plan to capture Judah and gain what she wanted.  She put on the clothing of a harlot, 

went to an open place where she knew Judah would pass by, and she seduced Judah to lay with her.  

Because her face was vailed, Judah did not know that it was his daughter-in-law.  As payment, Judah 

agreed to give her a kid from his flock. He left her his signet, his bracelets, and his staff to be returned 

upon delivery of a kid.   

 

Judah was the Old Testament Prodigal Son.  Let’s compare Judah with the New Testament Prodigal 

Son found in Luke 15: 

 

1. Judah left home – so did the N.T. prodigal son 

2. Judah went to a far country – so did N.T. prodigal 

3. Judah went among the heathen – so did the N.T. prodigal 

4. Judah went in unto a harlot – N.T. prodigal spent his inheritance on riotous living as well. 

 

When Judah returned home, he sent his friend to deliver a kid to 

the woman, but the Adullamite friend of Judah could not find a 

harlot in the land.  Tamar, who was now with child by Judah, had 

laid the trap for her revenge upon her father-in-law not giving her 

to wife unto his youngest son, Shelah. 

 

Three months later, Judah was informed of Tamar’s pregnancy.  

Judah was outraged!  He demanded that Tamar be brought forth to 

him to be burned.  However, when she was brought forth, she sent 

for Judah and said, “By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, 

whose are these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff” (Genesis 38:25). 

 

What a dilemma!  What would YOU have done in a situation like this?  Judah did everything that the 

New Testament Prodigal did and more.  However, when we read the prophecy of Judah, we find that 

Jacob had only “good things” to say about his future. Something must have happened to cause such a 

dramatic change in Judah’s life. 

 

What turned Judah’s life around? I believe the answer is found in Genesis 38:23-26.  Let’s read it again: 
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“And Judah said, Let her take it to her, lest we be shamed: behold, I sent this kid, and thou hast not 

found her. And it came to pass about three months after, that it was told Judah, saying, Tamar thy 

daughter in law hath played the harlot; and also, behold, she is with child by whoredom. And Judah 

said, Bring her forth, and let her be burnt. When she was brought forth, she sent to her father in law, 

saying, By the man, whose these are, am I with child: and she said, Discern, I pray thee, whose are 

these, the signet, and bracelets, and staff. And Judah acknowledged them, and said, She hath been 

more righteous than I; because that I gave her not to Shelah my son. And he knew her again no 

more.” 

 

Notice that Judah acknowledged his guilt! Judah said that Tamar was more righteous than he! Most 

importantly, Judah “KNEW HER AGAIN NO MORE!”  This is true repentance of sin. For 25 years, 

Judah had lived in sin, but then he did the right thing.  He acknowledged his sin, and he determined to 

know her again NO MORE! This was the turning point in the life of Judah.  

 

From this point forward Judah moved FORWARD for God! Maybe YOU are in the same situation. 

Maybe YOU have been living like a prodigal, spending your time, money, and efforts on riotous living? 

This message is for YOU!  Today, you can Repent & start moving Forward for God.  This is a 

message of God’s amazing grace. 

 

 
Judah: The Prodigal That Came in First Place 
 

 

God still loves prodigals that come home!  Nowhere in the Word of God is 

this better illustrated than in the life of Judah, the son of Jacob.  Let’s read 

what is recorded in Numbers 10:12-14: 

 

“And the children of Israel took their journeys out of the wilderness of 

Sinai; and the cloud rested in the wilderness of Paran. And they first took 

their journey according to the commandment of the LORD by the hand of 

Moses. In the first place went the standard of the camp of the children of Judah according to their 

armies: and over his host was Nahshon the son of Amminadab” (Numbers 10:12-14). 

 

Notice the phrase – “in first place” (v. 14).  These words characterize Judah’s life after he 

acknowledged his sins, commended Tamar for her righteousness, and knew her again no more. There 

are at least 7 First Places of Judah recorded in the Word of God.  Let us examine each briefly. 

 

Judah: First in Position 

 
Judah’s tribe was the first to move out whenever the Israelites moved their camp during the wilderness 

journeys.  Judah, the prodigal of 25 years, became the leader of the nation by carrying the standard or 

banner. Maybe YOU have said, “I could never be a leader in the church because of my past. By the 

GRACE of God, Judah became such a leader!  God has used many people throughout the ages who have 

repented of their sins and determined to live right!  Let’s look a few examples: 
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BILLY SUNDAY 
Billy Sunday was a baseball player who became an alcoholic.  In a drunken 

stupor, he decided to jump off a bridge, but instead ended up in the Pacific 

Garden Mission of Chicago.  Once there, he heard the preaching of God’s 

Word, came under conviction, repented of his sin, and God glorious saved 

him!  He would become one of the greatest evangelists the world ever knew. 

 

MEL TROTTER 
Mel Trotter was so vile that he once took 

the very shoes off of his dead baby’s feet 

and sold them for drink! Later, he too was 

saved and became a great leader of rescue 

missions in Grand Rapids, MI.  Thousands 

of precious souls came to know Jesus 

Christ because of his service to the Lord. 

 

 

Judah: First in Proximity 
 

"And the LORD spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, saying, Every man of the children of Israel shall 

pitch by his own standard, with the ensign of their father's house: far off about the tabernacle of the 

congregation shall they pitch. And on the east side toward the rising of the sun shall they of the 

standard of the camp of Judah pitch throughout their armies: and Nahshon the son of Amminadab 

shall be captain of the children of Judah” (Numbers 2:1-3). 

 

Did you see it?  Judah was not only FIRST in POSITION, but also FIRST in PROXIMITY (nearness) 

to the presence of God!  Judah pitched camp on the “East Side” of the tabernacle.  We must remember 

that the tabernacle represented to Israel the very “presence of God”.  God would come down and 

literally dwell in the Holy of Holies.  God would consume the sacrifices that were offered by the Priests 

at the tabernacle.  The east side of the tabernacle was where the ENTRANCE of the tabernacle was 

located, and this was where God chose for Judah to encamp.  Judah was nearest to the presence of God! 

 

There are people that you just sense live close to God!  

Don’t you love to be around such people? God help us to 

such a person in proximity of God on a daily basis.  That 

was Paul’s desire. Paul wanted to know the nearness of 

the Lord Jesus so much he wrote, “That I may know 

him, and the power of his resurrection, and the 

fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable 

unto his death;” (Philippians 3:10).   

Judah: First in Presentation 
 

“And the LORD said unto Moses, They shall offer their 

offering, each prince on his day, for the dedicating of 

the altar. And he that offered his offering the first day 

was Nahshon the son of Amminadab, of the tribe of 

Grand Rapids City Rescue Mission 

Israel's Tabernacle 
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Judah: And his offering was one silver charger, the weight thereof was an hundred and thirty 

shekels, one silver bowl of seventy shekels, after the shekel of the sanctuary; both of them were full of 

fine flour mingled with oil for a meat offering: One spoon of ten shekels of gold, full of incense: One 

young bullock, one ram, one lamb of the first year, for a burnt offering: One kid of the goats for a sin 

offering: And for a sacrifice of peace offerings, two oxen, five rams, five he goats, five lambs of the 

first year: this was the offering of Nahshon the son of Amminadab” (Numbers 7:11-17). 

 

Judah was first in Presentation of sacrifice. This is not exactly the first place that very many believers 

desire.  There are many that find it more difficult to give than receive. How is your heart?  Are you 

ready to give the Lord YOUR best?  I submit to you that God is never pleased with our “leftovers”.  

Jesus said, “I must work the works of him that sent me, while it is day: the night cometh, when no 

man can work” (John 9:4).  There ought to be a sense of “urgency” in our service to the Lord.  There 

are souls that are perishing, and it is our responsibility to reach out to as many as we can with the Gospel 

of Jesus Christ.  “So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God” (Romans 10:17).  

Since we have no idea how many opportunities we might have to witness, we ought to serve daily as if it 

is our last.  Paul instructed Titus, “Be ready to every good work” (Titus 3:1). 

 

 

Judah: First in Possession 
 

“And Caleb stilled the people before Moses, and said, Let us go up at once, and possess it; for we are 

well able to overcome it. But the men that went up with him said, We be not able to go up against the 

people; for they are stronger than we.” (Numbers 13:30-31) 

 

“Now after the death of Joshua it came to pass, that the children of Israel asked the LORD, saying, 

Who shall go up for us against the Canaanites first, to fight against them? And the LORD said, 

Judah shall go up: behold, I have delivered the land into his hand.” (Judges 1:1-2) 

 

 

It is amazing that Judah, the Old Testament Prodigal Son would finish first in so many places for God! 

We have seen Judah was first in position, proximity, and presentation.  Now we find a fourth first place 

finish – Possession of the Land given to Israel by God. Judah would not settle for second best!  He 

wanted ALL that the Lord had promised him. 

 

How sad that many Christians are content to settle for less.  They miss out on God’s BEST because they 

do not exercise the faith required to please God.  They do not have the faith to claim what is theirs in 

Christ!  Don’t be like the men that went up with Caleb (Numbers 13:30-31) who failed to “go up against 

the people of Canaan” for lack of faith.  The writer of Hebrews wrote, “Let your conversation be 

without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave 

thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man 

shall do unto me” (Hebrews 13:5-6). 
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Judah: First in Plenty 
 

“Binding his foal unto the vine, and his ass's colt unto the choice vine; 

he washed his garments in wine, and his clothes in the blood of grapes: 

His eyes shall be red with wine, and his teeth white with milk.” 

(Genesis 49:11-12) 

 

 

Jacob prophesied that his son, Judah, would be RICH! Judah would be so 

rich that Jacob used metaphoric language to describe his wealth. When 

Moses sent 12 spies into the land of Canaan, they brought back a “huge 

cluster of grapes” that had to be carried with staves. Truly, the land of 

Canaan was a “land flowing with milk and honey.”  Maybe this was the 

“milk” that Jacob was referring to in his prophecy of Judah. 

 

 
Judah: First in Progeny  (Off-Spring) 
 

More great leaders have come from the tribe of Judah than any other 

tribe of Israel.  Caleb – Boaz – David – Solomon – Daniel just to 

name a few. Of course, the greatest JEW of all from the tribe of 

Judah is our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Judah: First in Prophecy 
 

“The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a lawgiver from 

between his feet, until Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 

gathering of the people be” (Genesis 49:10) 

 

Shiloh is a prophetic name of our Lord Jesus Christ. Shiloh means “REST”.  There will be no peace nor 

rest in this present, evil world until Shiloh come! 

 

“The Gathering of the People” will occur when Christ returns.  However, there have already been many 

partial fulfillments of this great prophecy.  When Jesus Christ came two-thousand years ago, He began 

the process of gathering people unto Himself, yet not ALL have gathered to Him.  When Jesus Christ 

returns, the Word of God says, “I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in 

righteousness, and shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear” 

(Isaiah 45:23).  In Romans 14:11, the Apostle Paul writes, “For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, 

every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

"The sceptre shall not 
depart from Judah" 
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The Secret of Judah’s Firsts 
 
Judah lived a vile, wicked, sinful life for 25 years, but something happened.  Judah acknowledged his 

guilt and repented of his sin.  When Judah determined to “know Tamar again no more”, God forgave 

Judah of his sin and Judah was found First Place in many spiritual areas.  Judah was 1
st
 Place in the 

areas of position or leadership; proximity or nearness to God; presentation or sacrifices; possession or 

claiming the promises of God; plenty or riches of God; progeny or off-spring and prophecy – the scepter 

will not depart from Judah. 

 

What was the SECRET of Judah’s success?  No secret, really.  It is recorded right in the Word of God. 

Let’s look at Deuteronomy 33:7: 

 

“And this is the blessing of Judah: and he said, Hear, LORD, the voice of Judah, and bring him unto 

his people: let his hands be sufficient for him; and be thou an help to him from his enemies.” 

 

Did YOU see the secret to Judah’s success?  It is the “VOICE” of Judah!  JUDAH WAS A MAN OF 

PRAYER! Nowhere else in the Word of God do we read that any of the other twelve sons of Jacob 

prayed, but Moses revealed that Judah TALKED TO GOD.  This is why Judah, the Old Testament 

Prodigal finished in First Place! It is the secret to success in YOUR life as well! 
 

 

 

 

 



 

27 

The Sons of Jacob: 
Zebulun 

(Genesis 49:13) 

 

“Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of 
ships; and his border shall be unto Zidon.”   Genesis 49:13 
 
 
Introduction 
 

So far we have look at four of Jacob’s twelve (12) sons.  We have learned the following: 

 

Reuben – “Unstable as water; thou shalt not excel.” 

Simeon – “Cruel, angry, self-willed – you’ll be divided” 

Levi – “Just like your brother, Simeon – you too will be divided” 

Judah – “You’ll be a leader; a king shall come from your tribe.” 

 

We now will turn our attention to Zebulun in Genesis 49:13 – 

 

“Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border 

shall be unto Zidon.”    

 

Jacob told Zebulun, “You’ll be a PREACHER!”  No doubt you are wondering how I came up with 

such a statement from this verse. Well, I will take only a brief amount of space in this lesson to try to 

prove my interpretation of Zebulun. 

 

 

Zebulun – The NAME 
 

I ask that you recall how Laban (Rebekah’s brother) tricked his nephew Jacob into marrying his oldest 

daughter, Leah.  Jacob had worked seven years for the hand of Rachel, but the morning after his 

wedding day, Jacob woke up to the realization that the bride he thought was Rachel was in reality her 

older sister, Leah.  He was outraged!   

 

When Jacob asked his uncle, Laban, why he had done such as thing to him, Laban said that it would not 

have been right for his younger daughter, Rachel, to be married before his eldest, Leah.  Laban then told 

Jacob that if he would agree to work for him another seven years, he would allow Jacob to marry Rachel 

as well.  Jacob agreed, but Leah never had Jacob’s heart, and she knew he did not love her. 

 

When Zebulun was born, Leah named him Zebulun, which means “Dwelling”. Leah hoped that Jacob 

would come to dwell with her because of the birth of this sixth son through her. What a sad story we 
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find in this prominent family of God’s Word!  Leah, a woman who thought the birth of a child would 

cause her husband to love her… but Jacob never truly loved Leah as he did Rachel. 

 

 

Zebulun – The PREACHER 
 
Here again are the words that Jacob spoke concerning his son, Zebulun: 

 

“Zebulun shall dwell at the haven of the sea; and he shall be for an haven of ships; and his border 

shall be unto Zidon” (Genesis 49:13). 

 

Here is where preaching on the Sons of Jacob gets a bit more difficult. There isn’t much said about 

Zebulun. When Jacob talked about Reuben, Jacob spoke about what he had done and what he was 

going to do in the days ahead. When Jacob spoke of Simeon, Levi, and Judah he did the same.  Not so 

with Zebulun.  Jacob spoke about WHERE Zebulun would 

dwell.  Jacob spoke of where Zebulun would be located 

geographically in Israel. 

 

 

 Zebulun – The POSITION 
 

Look at a map of where the twelve (12) tribes of Israel settled 

after they crossed the Jordan River into Canaan Land. The 

tribe of Zebulun was “land-locked” by four (4) other tribes – 

Asher, Naphtali, Issachar, and Manasseh. How could 

Zebulun be a haven of the sea and ships and his border unto 

Sidon if he was land-locked by the other tribes? 

 

The answer can be found in Matthew 4:12-15: 

 

“Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, 

he departed into Galilee; And leaving Nazareth, he came 

and dwelt in Capernaum, which is upon the sea coast, in the 

borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim: That it might be 

fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet, saying, 

The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the 

way of the sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;” 

(Mathew 4:12-15). 

 

When Joshua initially led Israel into Canaan, the tribes did not conquer ALL of the land as God 

commanded them.  It is apparent that the borders had changed by the time of Christ. Zebulun had 

expanded its boundaries all the way to the Sea of Galilee! The Word of God always withstands the 

TEST of TIME! When God declares something will come to pass, rest assured that it will come to pass. 
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Zebulun – The PURPOSE 
 
Jacob said that Zebulun would be a “haven of the 

sea; a haven of ships.”  Did you know that there is 

actually a difference between a “port” and a 

“haven”? A “port” is where ships go in and out to 

exchange cargo.  A “haven” is where ships go in 

times of trouble or storms. 

 

The Jews were never a sea-faring people.  They 

were an agricultural nation, yet Jacob prophesied 

that Zebulun would be a “haven”.  Why?  

Remember one night, when there was a storm upon 

the Sea of Galilee?  Ships hurried to the city of Capernaum to find rest and protection from the storm.  

Do YOU know where Capernaum is located?  You guessed it!  It was located in the land of Zebulun! 

 

Now, I ask you a simple question.  What Is a Preacher?  Is a preacher not a minister?  One who 

comforts others in times of trouble and in the storms of life? Zebulun, you’ll be a preacher!  You will 

be HAVEN for people in the times of storm!  Ministers are those whom God has raised up to “watch 

for the souls of others!”  Preachers should be a “Haven for People!”  

 

Did folks ever come to Zebulun for a “haven”?  Let me show you just a couple of examples from the 

Word of God: 

 

¶ MARY & JOSEPH – They came to Zebulun from Egypt; they had fled from wicked Herod, 

went down to Egypt, and when they returned, they returned to Nazareth – and Nazareth is 

in Zebulun! 

 

¶ ELIJAH – For 25 years, an old prophet prophesied about the idolatry of Israel.  He climbed 

a mountain and entered a city called Serepta, where a woman during a time of famine in a 

weary land took the prophet into her own home and gave him oil.  She baked him cakes to 

eat, and she provided the prophet a chamber to sleep.  This 

place became a haven; it was in Serepta; and Serepta is in 

Zebulun! 

 

There is a poem written by an unknown poet that states,  

 

Have an ear for the people’s troubles 

Have a heart for the people’s sorrows 

Have a hand for the people’s help 

Have a home for the people to enter 

 

Did you know that Jesus ministered more in Zebulun than in any other 

place on this earth?  Out of the 3- ½ years that Jesus ministered on earth, 

2-½ of these years were in Galilee, and Galilee is in Zebulun! Jesus never 

went south until it was time for Him to be crucified.  It has been stated that 
The Sea of Galilee 
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He ministered to ALL of the cities of Galilee during His days on earth.  Jacob prophesied that Zebulun 

would be a haven of ships – A haven is where ships would go in times of distress and storm. 

 

 

Zebulun – The PLENTY 
 

I remind you that Moses had something to say about all of the tribes of Israel before his death as well. 

Moses’ comments concerning Zebulun were brief.  Here is what Moses had to say in Deuteronomy 

33:18-19 – 

 

“And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out; and, Issachar, in thy tents. They shall 

call the people unto the mountain; there they shall offer sacrifices of righteousness: for they shall 

suck of the abundance of the seas, and of treasures hid in the sand.” 

 

Moses said, “They shall suck of the abundance of the seas, and of the treasures hid in the sand.” 

What does this mean?  Moses pronounced a two-fold blessing upon the descendents of Zebulun. 

 

× SUCK THE ABUNDANCE OF THE SEAS 
In the Sea of Galilee, fishermen caught fish that produced a dye that was “red”.  This was the 

color of kings.  This dye was extracted from a gland in the jaws of the fish.  The fishermen of 

Zebulun became wealthy by this industry.  Of course, the “sea” also depicts the lost nations of 

the world.  Those who came to Christ found riches untold in the Lord. 

 

× TREASURES HIDDEN IN THE SAND 
There were no financial banks in the ancient days of the Bible, so people often hid their money 

in the sands of the deserts, much like those Middle East rogues who hide their weapons of mass 

destruction today.  Kings and wealthy people would never keep their money where they lived 

because they would be targets of thieves and robbers.  Zebulun was a haven for those in the 

storms of life, but Moses prophesied that Zebulun would be blessed with the “abundance of 

seas” and the “treasures of the sand.” Isaiah prophesied that “out of dark places come the 

riches” (Isaiah 45:3).  

 

Where do YOUR most precious riches come from?  May I suggest that they come out of the 

“dark places of life”?  It is out of the trials and storms of life that we discover the sweet 

fellowship of communion with our Lord.  It is our trials and tribulations that “drive us to God”, 

just as it was the storms of the seas that drove ships to the haven of Zebulun! 

 

 

Zebulun – The PREACHING 
 
If I have not yet been able to convince you that Jacob 

prophesied that Zebulun would be a “preacher”, maybe this 

will convince you!  Who were the first preachers of the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ?  I submit to you that the first 

preachers of the Gospel were the Disciples of Jesus.  Where 

did these Disciples come from?  You guessed it!  They 
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came from Galilee, and Galilee was in Zebulun!  These Galileans Disciples lived by the sea, and they 

called people to come to the Christ of Calvary! 

 

Zebulun – The PRAISE 
 
There is one last prophecy of Zebulun that was given by Moses.  Moses said, “Rejoice!”  

(Deuteronomy 33:18)  This one is simple to explain. How could anyone that is called by God to tell 

others about Christ not REJOICE?  God’s Word is replete with admonitions for believers to rejoice.  

Nehemiah 8:10 states, “…for the joy of the LORD is your strength.”  The Psalmist wrote, “This is the 

day which the LORD hath made; we will rejoice and be glad in it” (Psalm 118:24).  Perhaps the 

greatest preacher of all, the Apostle Paul, wrote, “Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice” 

(Philippians 4:4). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.” 
                                                                Philippians 4:4 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Issachar 

(Genesis 49:14-15) 

  
“Issachar is a strong ass couching down between two burdens: And he saw that 
rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to 
bear, and became a servant unto tribute.”   Genesis 49:14-15 
 
 
Introduction 
 

We will look at what Jacob has to say to his son, Issachar. What did Jacob mean when he said that 

Issachar is a “Strong ass couching down between two burdens”?  I think it is safe to say that Jacob did 

not intend to insult his son with an analogy of a mule!  Rather, Jacob used metaphor to compliment the 

life of Issachar. 

 

In Deuteronomy 33:18, Moses had but one single thing to say to the tribe of Issachar – Rejoice!  It is 

quite apparent that Issachar was a commendable young man, so don’t let Jacob’s comparison of him to a 

“strong ass couching down between two burdens” confuse you.  As we examine Issachar, I believe you 

will see him as a breath of fresh air! 

 

 

Issachar – The LAD 
 
Jacob’s first statement concerning Issachar was that he was “a strong ass” (Genesis 49:14a).  In this 

verse, we find a strange comment made a father who is dying, but it wasn’t negative; rather it was 

positive!  In the Book of Judges there is a judge named Jair, and he and his thirty (30) sons all rode 

upon donkeys.  What a spectacle they must have been as they rode in and out of town upon their mules! 

 

However, there was something different about these 

donkeys.  Jair and his 30 sons rode upon “white 

donkeys”.  White donkeys were quite expensive, and 

anyone that could afford just one white donkey was 

considered quite well to do.  Jair had at least 31 white 

donkeys. 

 

The ass was considered an honorable, peaceful, patient, 

load-bearing, & plodding animal.  When Jacob spoke of 

Issachar as “a strong ass”, in essence he was saying, 

“Issachar, you will not be like your brothers Reuben, 

Simeon, and Levi.  Issachar, you will be a peaceful man, 

and your descendents will be peaceful too.  You’re going 
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to be honorable and plodding as well.” 

 

An ass is not like a horse, always jumping out in front and trying to run ahead of the pack!  Horses can 

be very impatient at times, starting quickly, but all too often, becoming tired and weary to the point that 

they just quit.   

 

Life can be like that at times - filled with both thrills & spills.  We cannot exist on thrills alone.  We also 

need some spills to balance our lives for the glory of God. 

 

The believer’s walk with the Lord can be compared to the building of a house. When a man gets saved, 

he may think that God will build him a nice, little cottage that will provide a comfortable existence 

without much maintenance.  Maybe the new convert thinks that God will clean out a pipe here, fix a 

clog there, and put a little paint over the walls of each room. However, in the process of time, we find 

that God does much more than just apply a little paint, do a little plumbing, or remodel our pitiful house 

that we had before!  No, God begins to knock out a wall here and another wall there, and before long, 

we find that God is doing a major reconstruction job on us! Sometimes God adds on a new wing or 

garage.  Now the new convert is confused!  What’s God is doing?  Well, God isn’t content with a 

cottage… He wants us to be a mansion fit for a King!  Why?  The answer is simple!  We have become 

the very tabernacle of God!  He LIVES IN US! 

 

The national average of a pastor’s tenure at a church is currently LESS than 2 years.  Why?  I believe 

one reason is because the newness wears off; the thrills wear off; and the spills begin! Today, most 

people have a difficult time with the “spills of life”.  Everyone enjoys a wedding, but when the 

honeymoon period is over, and the reality of life begins, many marriages wind up in divorce court. 

 

God says, Issachar, you’ll be a strong ass… honorable, peaceful, patient, and plodding!”  God help us 

to be more like Issachar! 

 

 

Issachar – The LOAD 
 

Jacob’s second statement concerning Issachar was that he would 

be a strong ass “…couching down between two burdens”  

(Genesis 49:14b).  In many Middle Eastern and third world 

countries, you often see donkeys used as beasts of burdens.  The 

secret is in the “loading of the burden” – one must load “both 

sides”. 

 

We see the same thing done in the Bible.  God knows just how to 

load our burdens. He doesn’t normally give us just ONE burden, 

but rather, He gives us TWO in order to give our lives the proper 

balance we need.  Let me give you an example: 

 

God gave Paul an abundance of revelation (Doctrines of 

Justification, Imputation, Glorification, Sanctification, etc.).  

However, to prevent Paul from becoming “puffed up”, he was also Beast with Two Burdens 
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given an infirmity of the flesh.  God balanced Paul’s load! 

 

Have you ever noticed that God seldom gives you just ONE burden?  He usually gives you more than 

one.  What is your burden, preacher?  On the one side, you may say, “I am burdened to study, pray, 

prepare sermons, plan and conduct outreach efforts, etc..  On the other side, God allows trials and 

tribulations in my life in order to balance the load, lest Satan should deceive me into thinking that what 

is accomplished is because of ME!” God wants you to understand that your sufficiency is in Christ 

alone!  The more we grow in grace and knowledge, the more God will open opportunities to minister, 

but you must always remember – God balances the load with TWO (2) burdens, not just ONE! 

 

As believers, most have two burdens that require our attention and time daily.  On the one side, we are 

burdened to study God’s Word, attend church, get involved in some way, perhaps working with the 

youth, teaching class, ministering to elderly.  On the other hand, people must often hold a full-time job 

in order to take care of their home, children, families, etc.  One side is spritual, but the other side is 

fleshly!  Maybe this is part of what Paul had in mind when he wrote, “For the flesh lusteth after the 

Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh, and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do 

the things that ye would.” (Galatians 5:17).  Of course, this primarily has to do with the two natures 

that all believers have, but suffice it to say, there is a battle we must fight at times in order to balancing 

the burdens of life. 

 

)ÓÓÁÃÈÁÒ ÈÁÄ Ô×Ï ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓ ÃÌÅÁÒÌÙ ÉÄÅÎÔÉÆÉÅÄ ÉÎ 'ÏÄȭÓ 7ÏÒÄȢ  ,ÅÔ ÕÓ ÅØÁÍÉÎÅ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÆ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÂÕÒÄÅÎÓ 
of the Tribe of Issachar: 
 

“Now the sons of Issachar were, Tola, and Puah, Jashub, and Shimrom, four. And the sons of Tola; 

Uzzi, and Rephaiah, and Jeriel, and Jahmai, and Jibsam, and Shemuel, heads of their father's house, 

to wit, of Tola: they were valiant men of might in their generations; whose number was in the days of 

David two and twenty thousand and six hundred. And the sons of Uzzi; Izrahiah: and the sons of 

Izrahiah; Michael, and Obadiah, and Joel, Ishiah, five: all of them chief men. And with them, by 

their generations, after the house of their fathers, were bands of soldiers for war, six and thirty 

thousand men: for they had many wives and sons. And their brethren among all the families of 

Issachar were valiant men of might, reckoned in all by their genealogies fourscore and seven 

thousand” (1 Chronicles 7:1-5). 

  

The sons of Issachar were characterized as “valiant men of might”.  They had the burden of defending 

Israel.  Israel has always had this burden since their inception.  There are always those outside of the 

land of Israel that desire to attack and take what the Jewish people have been able to develop.  Today, 

there are even those within the land of Israel (Palestinians), that Israel must defend itself against. 

 

Another Burden of Issachar is found in the same Book of 1 Chronicles: 

 

“And of the children of Issachar, which were men that had understanding of the times, to know what 

Israel ought to do;” (1 Chronicles 12:32) 

 

 Issachar not only had the responsibility of defending the nation against its enemies, but the tribe also 

had the burden of studying the Word of God in order that Israel would know something of the times in 
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which they lived and what they spiritually ought to do.  These same burdens can be applied to us as well.  

Issachar had both a temporal & spiritual burden. 

Issachar – The LOVE 
 

“And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it was pleasant; and bowed his shoulder to bear, 

and became a servant unto tribute” (Genesis 49:15) 

 

Issachar was a man that appreciated the good things that God had provided. Notice some of the things 

that Jacob referenced in this regard: 

Issachar loved Rest ɀ 
 

Rest is “good”, so long as we don’t overdo it!  The Bible speaks of five (5) specific types of rest – Soul 

rest - Heart rest - Mind rest - Sabbath rest - Eternal rest.  Issachar was a man that loved rest. 

 

Issachar loved the Land – 
 

Issachar settled by the Jordan River in the Valley of 

Jezreel, one of the most fertile regions of the world. 

Old rabbis have said that Issachar’s land is like the 

gates of paradise! Issachar was a farmer, just as Israel 

still largely remains a nation of farmers. Like all 

farmers, they form the very backbone of their nation. 

Farmers have a great love of the land that they work.  

The toil, the sweat, they nurture, and then they see the 

fruit of their labors at harvest time. 

 

Issachar Loved Labor – 
 

Notice he is said to “bow his shoulder to bear”.  This means he wasn’t afraid of a little hard work, 

sweat on the brow, or getting his hands dirty.  He was a man who loved life and all that life entailed. 

Sometimes in the ministry, we need to roll up our sleeves and get with it for the glory of God!  Neither 

can we enjoy the Christian life on someone else’s work! 

 

Issachar Loved Levy – 
 

You might be inclined to say, “How in the world did he LOVE paying taxes?”  Well, according to the 

Word of God, not only did Issachar pay his fare share, but he paid even more (1 Kings 4:1, 7, 17). 

 

What have YOU given in the way of tribute to your King? Do 

you keep back your tithes?  Your prayers?  Your Time?  Your 

Talents?  Your spiritual gifts that can be used to glorify God? 

God wants folks willing to “bow their shoulders to bear” just 

like Issachar. 

 

 
 

The Jordan River Valley 

"Render unto Caesar" 
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Issachar Loved Laughter –  
 

“And of Zebulun he said, Rejoice, Zebulun, in thy going out;” (Deuteronomy 33:18) 

 

Moses had but just one thing to say about Issachar – Rejoice! What is the KEY to rejoicing?   

Understand that God controls all that comes our way. The JOY of the Lord is our strength!  This is the 

day that the Lord hath made; I will REJOICE and be glad in it! What a privilege is ours to serve the 

true and living God! 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Dan 

(Genesis 49:14-15) 

 
“Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel. Dan shall be a serpent 
by the way, an adder in the path, that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider 
shall fall backward. I have waited for thy salvation, O LORD.”   Genesis 49:16-18 
 
 
Introduction 
 

We will look at Jacob’s son, Dan.  Dan is an interesting character, and one that demands our attention.  

The prophecy that Jacob issued in regard to this son has implications that extend into “end-time 

prophecy.”  Let us look at four specific aspects of this son born to Bilhah, the handmaid of Rachel. 

 

Dan – The LAD 
 
Whenever the tribes of Israel were on the march, it was Judah who went in first place, leading the way, 

carrying the standard.  It was Judah who camped first in nearness to the eastern entrance of the 

tabernacle; Judah was first to engage and conquer Israel’s enemies; first to offer sacrifices unto Jehovah. 

 

Have you ever wondered who was always LAST?  It was the tribe of DAN! There was of necessity 

different personalities in a family of 12 boys. Dan seemed to be a lad who was withdrawn, standing in 

the shadows of his brothers, a follower. This seemed to be Dan’s lot in life! 

 

There is nothing wrong with this type of personality or position in a family. God needs those who are 

good “followers” as much as He needs “leaders”.  A good example of one who always played second 

fiddle was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  Even though Andrew had brought Peter to Jesus Christ, it 

was always Peter that was mentioned first whenever the list of Disciples was named. If God wants you 

to play 2
nd

 fiddle, play it as well as you can! 

 

Why was Dan always last?  Five of the first six boys we have discussed were the sons of Jacob & Leah. 

Issachar was the son of Rachel’s handmaid, Bilhah.  No doubt Dan had an inferiority complex because 

his mother was not a wife, but rather a concubine of Jacob. No doubt other sons of Jacob ridiculed him, 

much like Sarah & Isaac scorned Ishmael, the son of Abraham & Hagar (Abraham’s concubine). In the 

work of the Lord, we often feel inferior to others. This only prevents us from serving the Lord in 

boldness – In Christ, no one is inferior to others in ministry! 

 

Dan – The LEAP 
 

Moses had something to say about the tribe of Dan as well: 
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“And of Dan he said, Dan is a lion's whelp: he shall leap from Bashan” (Deuteronomy 33:22). 

 

Moses said Dan would be “a lion’s whelp: he shall leap from Bashan.”  You will notice when looking 

at a map of where these tribes settled that Dan initially settled along the Mediterranean coast in the 

southern portion of Israel called Beersheba.  However, Dan later moved to the northern region of Israel 

in fulfillment of this prophecy. 

 

This leap of Dan to the most northern part of Israel is revealed in the Book of Judges.  Let’s read what is 

recorded in Judges 18:1-2; 29 - 

 

“In those days there was no king in Israel: and in those days the tribe of the Danites sought them an 

inheritance to dwell in; for unto that day all their 

inheritance had not fallen unto them among the tribes 

of Israel. And the children of Dan sent of their family 

five men from their coasts, men of valor, from Zorah, 

and from Eshtaol, to spy out the land, and to search it; 

and they said unto them, Go, search the land: who when 

they came to mount Ephraim, to the house of Micah, 

they lodged there.” 

 

“And they called the name of the city Dan, after the 

name of Dan their father, who was born unto Israel: 

howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first.” 

 

Why did he take a LEAP to the North?  Dan had 

positioned himself strategically in the North to guard 

Israel’s border against attack. This was a noble cause, but 

we shall see that something happened later that removed 

all of the nobility of their leap. 

 

Today, there is much “Leaping” – but for all the wrong 

reasons.  Many leap for materialism and wealth, but few 

jump spiritually.  Dan leaped because he wanted to do 

something RIGHT; something to honor Israel!  Would 

YOU like to do something good and decent in the 

church?  Leap out and go on visitation!  Leap out and work a bus route! Leap out and teach a Sunday 

school class!  Leap out and start a Bible study! There is always something that needs doing in the 

church! 

 
Dan – The LIBERATOR 
 
Jacob said that Dan would be a judge of Israel.  Notice what is recorded in the prophecy of Jacob 

concerning his son, Dan: 

 

“Dan shall judge his people, as one of the tribes of Israel” (Genesis 49:16). 
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Samson fulfilled this prophecy because he was from the tribe of Dan. When we think of Samson, we 

think of someone that was commendable, though we know that he fell into gross sin for a time.  When 

we think of Samson, we think of someone that was incredibly strong, that had long hair, and a fling with 

Delilah, who cut his long locks. We should remember that Samson was a judge of Israel for a period of 

twenty years as recorded in the Book of Judges – 

 

“And he judged Israel in the days of the Philistines twenty years” (Judges 15:20). 

 

But Samson was also a mighty warrior, a liberator, with the subtlety of a “serpent”.  Though Samson 

sinned with Delilah, he repented, and God honored his prayers in death. 

 

“And Samson said unto the lad that held him by the hand, Suffer 

me that I may feel the pillars whereupon the house standeth, that I 

may lean upon them. Now the house was full of men and women; 

and all the lords of the Philistines were there; and there were upon 

the roof about three thousand men and women, that beheld while 

Samson made sport. And Samson called unto the LORD, and said, 

O Lord God, remember me, I pray thee, and strengthen me, I pray 

thee, only this once, O God, that I may be at once avenged of the 

Philistines for my two eyes. And Samson took hold of the two 

middle pillars upon which the house stood, and on which it was 

borne up, of the one with his right hand, and of the other with his 

left. And Samson said, Let me die with the Philistines. And he 

bowed himself with all his might; and the house fell upon the lords, 

and upon all the people that were therein. So the dead which he slew at his death were more than they 

which he slew in his life” (Judges 16:26-30). 

 

We will see that Dan started out well, but like Samson, something happened and his life fell into gross 

turmoil and iniquity according to the prophecy of his father, Jacob. 

 

 

Dan – The LAPSE 
 

“Dan shall be a serpent by the way, an adder in the path, 

that biteth the horse heels, so that his rider shall fall 

backward” (Genesis 49:17).  

 

Jacob said that Dan would be “An adder in the path, that 

biteth the hose heels, so that the rider will fall backwards.”  

The Lapse in the life of Dan is revealed in the Book of 

Judges – 

 

“And they called the name of the city Dan, after the name of Dan their father, who was born unto 

Israel: howbeit the name of the city was Laish at the first. And the children of Dan set up the graven 

image: and Jonathan, the son of Gershom, the son of Manasseh, he and his sons were priests to the 

Ruins of Tel Dan 

Samson Slew More in Death 
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tribe of Dan until the day of the captivity of the land. And they set them up Micah's graven image, 

which he made, all the time that the house of God was in Shiloh” (Judges 18:29-31). 

 

The tribe of Dan fell into gross sin and apostacy.  The word “apostacy” means to “fall away”.  A 

person that once embraced truth, but now embraces “another gospel” has committed apostasy. 

 

The Tribe of Dan became the first tribe of Israel to Idolatry! Dan had turned away from truth and turn 

toward a lie. What caused such a lapse?  Only God knows… but no doubt, Dan flirted with the heathen 

of the land and was seduced to follow their wicked ways.  Jeroboam eventually set up a “Golden Calf” 

in the north and the tribe of Dan began to worship it as did the Israelites during the time of Moses and 

Aaron just after the Exodus.  

 

The Book of Revelation reveals that 144,000 Jews will 

be converted during the Tribulation Period. A total of 

12,000 from each tribe will be saved and sealed to preach 

the Gospel.  It is also interesting to note that the tribe of 

DAN is NOT listed among the tribes of Israel in 

Revelation 7:4-8.  Why?  I submit it was because the 

tribe of Dan was the first to commit idolatry!   

 

What about Dan the Adder?  This is an interesting 

prophecy.  There are many theologians that disagree to 

its meaning.  However, I will give you what I believe to 

be its meaning.  I believe there are 2 Clues that provide 

us insight. 

 

 

FIRST CLUE: 
When Jacob speaks of the adder in the path biting at the horse heels, he follows in the next verse by 

saying, “I have waited for thy Salvation, O Lord!” (Gen. 49:8). 

Jacob is NOT talking about his own salvation, but rather the “Coming of the Lord”. 

 

SECOND CLUE: 
Jacob said that Dan will “like an adder that will bite at the horse heels, causing the rider to fall off”. 

Many believe that this is symbolic of an overthrow of government! Could it be that the Antichrist will 

come from the tribe of Dan?  We must remember that Dan is the only tribe not mentioned in Revelation 

7:4-8 – no doubt because his tribe was the first to apostacize and commit idolatry! 

 

Antichrist will not take over the world by conventional methods. The Bible says that Antichrist will 

come to power by the guise of a “peacemaker” (Revelation 6:2).  What is it that the world desires and 

seeks for most today?  PEACE! The problem is that the world is seeking for peace in the wrong places. 

There will be no peace until Shiloh comes (Judah – Gen. 49:10).  “…thy Salvation” says Jacob! 

 

Another interesting passage is found in Daniel 11:36-38.  Speaking of the Antichrist (Beast), the 

prophet Daniel writes, “And the king shall do according to his will; and he shall exalt himself, and 

magnify himself above every god, and shall speak marvellous things against the God of gods, and 

Jeroboam’s Golden Calf Altar at Dan 
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shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished: for that that is determined shall be done. Neither 

shall he regard the God of his fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any god: for he shall 

magnify himself above all. But in his estate shall he honour the God of forces: and a god whom his 

fathers knew not shall he honour with gold, and silver, and with 

precious stones, and pleasant things.” 
 

You will notice that the Antichrist will seek to exalt himself, magnify 

himself above ever god, and shall speak against the God of gods.  In 

verses 37-38 we find reference to the Antichrist (Beast) not regarding the 

God of his fathers.  This seems to be a reference to the patriarchs of the 

nation of Israel.  Reference to the desire of women an obvious reference 

to the first Messianic prophecy – Genesis 3:15.  This prophecy revealed 

that the “seed of a woman” would come to destroy the devil.  I believe 

that the worst MAN who will ever live will come from the Tribe of Dan 

– but thank God the story does not end here. 

 

Isaiah reveals that God would send His Son as prophesied in Genesis 3. 

 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and 

his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The 

Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 

 

Jacob said, “I have waited for thy Salvation, O 

Lord!”  The Lord’s Salvation has come (2,000 years 

ago) and will come again.  Let me show you one 

more thing about Dan: 

 

“And he carried me away in the spirit to a great and 

high mountain, and shewed me that great city, the 

holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, Having the glory of God: and her light was like 

unto a stone most precious, even like a jasper stone, clear as crystal; And had a wall great and high, 

and had twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and names written thereon, which are the names 

of the twelve tribes of the children of Israel” (Revelation 21:10-12). 

 

What a testimony to the amazing Grace of God!  Did you see it?  On the gates of the city were the 

names of all Twelve Tribes - This includes the Tribe of Dan! 

 

 

Beast Rises Up Out of Sea 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Gad 

(Genesis 49:19) 

 
“Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last.”   Genesis 
49:16-18 
 
 
Introduction 
 

Gad the eighth son we will examine.  He was birthed by Bilhah, the handmaiden of Rachael.  Jacob 

gives only one statement concerning Gad.  This comment gave neither a commendation nor a 

condemnation.  Jacob prophesied that Gad would be an “Overcomer”: 

 

“Gad, a troop shall overcome him: but he shall overcome at the last” (Gen. 49:19). 

 

From time to time, we all face trials and tribulations, but IN Christ, we too can be “overcomers”.  Paul 

wrote, “Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him that loved us” (Romans 

8:37). To the Philippians he wrote, “I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me” 

(Philippians 4:13).  Let us look at a few “overcomers” in revealed in the Word of God and see what 

and how they overcame. 

 

 

Those Who Overcame 
 

× Job – Overcame a “Troop of Trials”  

 

Job lost everything in four successive attacks by Satan. He 

lost his oxen, sheep, cattle, servants, and his seven sons and 

three daughters. After all of this, Job was again inflicted by 

boils, badgered by his wife, and three backslidden, so-called 

friends.  In all of these trials, Job sinned not.  He overcame 

his trials by remaining faithful to God. 

 

× Abraham – Overcame a “Troop of Problems” 

 

By faith Abraham left his homeland and journeyed to a land he had never seen. When he entered 

into the “land of promise”, he found himself surrounded by enemies that wanted to destroy him. 

To make matters worse, there was a famine that came upon the land.  Abraham had no water or 

food to feed his family, flocks and servants. Abraham left for Egypt, and there he lost his wife to 

Pharaoh. He then bore a son with his wife’s Egyptian handmaid, Hagar, and family problems 

Job Criticized by Friends? 
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ensued.  Yet, through all of these problems of life, Abraham was delivered by the grace of God.  

Abraham was indeed an overcomer. 

 

× Jacob – Overcame a “Troop of Losses” 

 

Jacob lost so many things: his wife, Rachael; his favorite son, Joseph; for a while, he lost his 

youngest son, Benjamin. Jacob’s life was checkered by a long list of losses, but by divine 

provocation, God preserved his family. God allowed Jacob’s son, Joseph, to be elevated to 

prominence in Egypt, and during a famine in the land, Jacob prevailed by God’s Sovereignty and 

grace.  Jacob was an overcomer. 

 

× Joseph – Overcame a “Troop of Liars” 

 

Joseph’s brothers envied him because of Jacob’s favor, his coat of many colors, and the dream he 

dreamed revealing that his brothers would one day bow before him.  They hated him so much that 

they sold him into slavery. Joseph’s brothers deceived their father by telling him that he had been 

killed by a wild animal.  They show Jacob his coat of many colors soaked in the blood of an 

animal to confirm his death.  Joseph ended up in Egypt.  However, he was lied about once again 

by Potiphar’s wife because he would not yield to her seductions.  Joseph was then sentenced to 

prison in Egypt.  While in prison, Joseph remained faithful to God.  He revealed the dreams of a 

baker and a butler.  After the release of the butler, the butler forgot about Joseph’s help and even 

lied about knowing him.  However, God had plans for Joseph.  When Joseph was released from 

prison, he was elevated to the second in Egyptian authority.  Joseph rose out of terrible 

circumstances of lies and trials and most definitely was an overcomer. 

 

× Elijah – Overcame a “Troop of Self-Pity” 

 

Elijah is perhaps best known for the contest between his 

God and Baal on Mt. Carmel.  Elijah faced 450 Baal 

prophets and King Ahaz on that day.  Elijah stood firm in 

his resolve to speak on behalf of Jehovah.  Elijah not only 

proved Jehovah to be mightier than Baal, but he also slew 

all the Baal prophets that day! However, after seeing the 

power of Jehovah send fire from Heaven and after winning 

a great spiritual battle on Mt. Carmel, Elijah feared for his 

life. He fled from Queen Jezebel and finally sat alone 

underneath a juniper tree. Overcome by a troop of “self-

pity” Elijah was so wrought with depression, fear, and pity, 

that he asked God to take his life!  He reasoned with God 

that he was the only one left to stand with the Lord.  The 

grace of God was illustrated by God caring for his needs 

even when his faith was weak.  Finally, God encouraged 

his faith by telling Elijah that there were 7,000 faithful men 

who had not bowed their knee to Baal.  After this, Jehovah 
Statue of Elijah on Mt. Carmel 
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sent Elijah to a mountain where He spoke to Elijah in a “still, small voice”.  Though Elijah’s flesh 

caused him to fear in his service of the Lord, he overcame a troop of self-pity by God’s grace and 

mercy. 

× Peter – Overcame a “Troop of Guilt” 

 

Peter was bold to open his mouth, and it often got 

him into a lot of trouble.  After the arrest of Jesus in 

the Garden of Gethsemane and subsequent trial, 

Peter was found sitting at the sinners’ fire outside 

the house of Caiaphas.  When asked thrice whether 

or not he was one of the Disciples of Jesus, Peter 

denied Jesus three times!  After the cock crew for a 

third time (as predicted by Jesus), Peter 

remembered His words. He looked up from the fire 

and Jesus was looking directly at him!  Peter ran 

away in shame and guilt.  Only the grace of God 

could help Peter at this point.  Jesus had already 

told Peter that Satan had desired to sift him as 

wheat, but Jesus also added, But I have prayed for 

thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art 

converted, strengthen thy brethren” (Luke 22:31-

32).  Peter’s faith did not completely fail.  He 

would later become a great preacher of the Gospel.  

On the day of Pentecost, 3,000 souls would be 

saved.  Only a few days later, 5,000 more souls were saved, baptized, and added to the church in 

Jerusalem.  Finally, Peter, the “overcomer”, did strengthen his brethren.  Today, Peter is still 

strengthening the brethren by his epistles written and preserved in the Word of God.  Yes, Peter 

was an overcomer! 

 

Maybe YOU have been “overcome” by a trial, tribulation, a storm, or circumstances of life?  Let me 

emphatically declare to you… “God is greater than all of your circumstances!”  Look to Jesus for the 

strength needed to OVERCOME. 

 

Jacob said that Gad would be overcome by a troop, but that Gad would finally overcome in the end. 

Moses said more about Gad than his own father did.  Moses explains HOW Gad overcame.  There are 

some important lessons for all of us in this passage. 

 

“And of Gad he said, Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad: he dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm 

with the crown of the head. And he provided the first part for himself, because there, in a portion of 

the lawgiver, was he seated; and he came with the heads of the people, he executed the justice of the 

LORD, and his judgments with Israel” (Deuteronomy 33:20-21). 

 

How Gad Overcame 

 
× GAD ENLARGED BY GOD 

Peter Sitting at the Sinners' Fire 
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Moses wrote, “Blessed be he that enlargeth Gad” (v. 20).  It is GOD that enlargeth us.  God 

deserves all the glory for anything that is accomplished in ministry. Our spiritual growth, material 

wealth, and spiritual victories are only because of the Him.  James, the brother of Jesus Christ 

wrote, “Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above and cometh down from the Father of 

lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning” (James 1:17). 

 

× GAD FIGHTS LIKE A LION 
Moses added, “He dwelleth as a lion, and teareth the arm with the crown of the head.”  Gad was 

a “fighter”.  He did not faint in battle.  No spiritual victory is ever won without putting up a fight! 

Bible knowledge is attained by persistent study and hard work.  Fervent, effectual prayers and a 

bold witness are necessary to win souls.  Revivals are only enjoyed after seeking the face of God.  

Churches are never successful in ministry outreach unless they are willing to attack the gates of 

hell. Christians are never victorious unless they are willing to combat faith our adversary, the 

devil, while wearing the whole armour of God. 

 

× GAD VALUED THE LAW OF GOD 
The third reason Moses provided for HOW 

Gad would overcome is found in verse 21, 

“And he provided the first part for himself, 

because there, in a portion of the lawgiver, 

was he seated, and he came with the heads of 

the people, he executed the justice of the Lord,  

and his judgments with Israel.”  To put this 

formula in simple terms, Gad incorporated the 

LAW of GOD in the society of the nation of 

Israel after the wilderness wanderings. 

 

 

What Gad Overcame 
 

“Now the children of Reuben and the children of Gad had a very great multitude of cattle: and when 

they saw the land of Jazer, and the land of Gilead, that, behold, the place was a place for cattle; The 

children of Gad and the children of Reuben came and spake unto Moses, and to Eleazar the priest, 

and unto the princes of the congregation, saying, Ataroth, and Dibon, and Jazer, and Nimrah, and 

Heshbon, and Elealeh, and Shebam, and Nebo, and Beon, Even the country which the LORD smote 

before the congregation of Israel, is a land for cattle, and thy servants have cattle: Wherefore, said 

they, if we have found grace in thy sight, let this land be given unto thy servants for a possession, and 

bring us not over Jordan. And Moses said unto the children of Gad and to the children of Reuben, 

Shall your brethren go to war, and shall ye sit here? And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the 

children of Israel from going over into the land which the LORD hath given them?”   (Numbers 

32:1-7) 

 

Gad had a multitude of cattle, goods, and pasture land.  However, all of these blessings can also become 

a curse.  Gad had it so good that he did not want to cross over Jordan to fight for the land that God had 

promised the nation of Israel. 

 

Gad Valued God's Law 
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Gad was overcome by a “Troop of Selfishness”.  Sadly, many Christians today, like Gad, prefer to sit 

on the “border of the battle”, unwilling to cross Jordan and enjoy “victorious Christian living”.  Are 

YOU satisfied with our present participation in spiritual matters? Are YOU involved in a ministry, or 

are YOU sitting by watching others? Have YOU ever considered that your lack of participation 

adversely affects the rest of the body of believers? Let’s look at Numbers 32:7-15 and view some 

important lessons in this matter. 

 

“And wherefore discourage ye the heart of the children of Israel from going over into the land which 

the LORD hath given them? Thus did your fathers, when I sent them from Kadeshbarnea to see the 

land. For when they went up unto the valley of Eshcol, and saw the land, they discouraged the heart 

of the children of Israel, that they should not go into the land which the LORD had given them. And 

the LORD's anger was kindled the same time, and he sware, saying, Surely none of the men that 

came up out of Egypt, from twenty years old and upward, shall see the land which I sware unto 

Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob; because they have not wholly followed me: Save Caleb the son 

of Jephunneh the Kenezite, and Joshua the son of Nun: for they have wholly followed the LORD. 

And the LORD's anger was kindled against Israel, and he made them wander in the wilderness forty 

years, until all the generation, that had done evil in the sight of the LORD, was consumed. And, 

behold, ye are risen up in your fathers' stead, an increase of sinful men, to augment yet the fierce 

anger of the LORD toward Israel. For if ye turn away from after him, he will yet again leave them in 

the wilderness; and ye shall destroy all this people” (Numbers 32:7-15). 

 

Gad was so overcome by a troop of selfishness; the nation of Israel was in jeopardy of Divine judgment 

comparable to the wilderness wanderings.  I am so glad the story does not end here.  Let’s read on in the 

Book of Numbers. 

 

“And they came near unto him, and said, We will build sheepfolds here for our cattle, and cities for 

our little ones: But we ourselves will go ready armed before the children of Israel, until we have 

brought them unto their place: and our little ones shall dwell in the fenced cities because of the 

inhabitants of the land. We will not return unto our houses, until the children of Israel have inherited 

every man his inheritance. For we will not inherit with them on yonder side Jordan, or forward; 

because our inheritance is fallen to us on this side Jordan eastward. And Moses said unto them, If ye 

will do this thing, if ye will go armed before the LORD to war, And will go all of you armed over 

Jordan before the LORD, until he hath driven out his enemies from before him, And the land be 

subdued before the LORD: then afterward ye shall return, and be guiltless before the LORD, and 

before Israel; and this land shall be your possession before the LORD. But if ye will not do so, 

behold, ye have sinned against the LORD: and be sure your sin will find you out. Build you cities for 

your little ones, and folds for your sheep; and do that which hath proceeded out of your mouth. And 

the children of Gad and the children of Reuben spake unto Moses, saying, Thy servants will do as my 

lord commandeth. Our little ones, our wives, our flocks, and all our cattle, shall be there in the cities 

of Gilead: But thy servants will pass over, every man armed for war, before the Lord to battle, as my 

lord saith” (Numbers 32:16-27). 

 

Praise the Lord!  Gad changed overcame his troop of selfishness and chose to obey the Lord.  He joined 

his people in battle and pursued God’s “Best”.  Are YOU pursuing God’s “Best” in your life?  It begins 

with seeking after the Best in prayer, Bible study, and spiritual living. 
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Gad had been a “border-dweller”, but he did not stay that way.  A closer look at 1 Chronicles 5:18-22 

reveals that Gad did indeed take part in the fighting.  With Gad’s strong warriors, Israel was able to 

defeat their enemies and prosper in the land 

The Greatest Overcomer of All 
 

Jesus Christ was the greatest “Overcomer” of all.  He came into this world, fashioned in the form of 

sinful man, yet without sin.  He was despised and rejected of men, a man of sorrows, acquainted with 

grief.  He came unto His own, and His own received Him not!  He was falsely accused, arrested, beaten, 

and crucified, through all of this, He opened not His mouth.  He went to the Cross of Calvary as a lamb 

to the slaughter.  He did ALL this and so much 

more for YOU and for ME.  Praise His Holy Name! 

 

But this was NOT the end!  Jesus said He would 

rise again on the third day, and HE DID!  Before He 

was crucified, Jesus said, “In this world ye shall 

have tribulation: but be of good cheer; I have 

overcome the world” (John 16:33).  How did He 

overcome the world?  By His resurrection from the 

dead, He can claim, “I am he that liveth, and was 

dead; and, behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen; 

and have the keys of hell and of death” 

(Revelation 1:18). 

 

God has promised many blessings to the 

overcomer.  I challenge you to read Revelation 2-3 and note how many promises are contained in these 

two chapters alone.  How do we become an overcomer?  John records this for us in his first epistle. “For 

whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh the world, 

even our faith. Who is he that overcometh the world, but he that believeth that Jesus is the Son of 

God?” (1 John 5:4-5).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

"He Is Not Here... He Is Risen!" 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Asher 

(Genesis 49:20) 

 
“Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties.”   Genesis 
49:20 

 
Introduction 
 

Let us briefly review what we have so far discussed concerning the prophecies of the Sons of Jacob. 

ü Reuben – “unstable as water…thou shalt not excel.” 

ü Simeon – “cruel, angry, killed a man…you’ll be divided.” 

ü Levi – “cruel, angry, killed a man…you’ll be scattered.” 

ü Judah – “you’ll be a leader…have the scepter of the king.” 

ü Zebulun – “you’ll be the preacher of the lot” 

ü Issachar – “you’ll be a plodder... hard working…steady.” 

ü Dan – “you’ll be a serpent…apostacize…Antichrist.” 

ü Gad – “you’ll be an overcomer.” 

 

The next son addressed by Jacob was his son, Asher   (Genesis 49:20).  Both Gad and Asher were sons 

of Zilpah, handmaid of Leah.  Asher’s prophecy reveals how the Christian should view his position in 

life.  Asher’s name means “Happy”.  Maybe he was named this because his mother, Zilpah, knew he 

would be a son of Jacob. 

 

We have already seen how Paul exhorted believers to “Rejoice in the Lord always!”  Why?  One reason 

that stands out is because we children of God.  It is amazing how the names of certain people in the 

Bible seem to characterize their entire lives. 

 

Asher was predominantly happy his entire life! One reason for his happiness was possibly because of 

Jacob prophesied he would be “rich”.  You would figure that in a family of 12 boys, there would be at 

least one son like Reuben (unstable), some like Simeon & Levi (disgraced the family), like Judah (a 

good leader), like Zebulun (a preacher), like Issachar (quiet; plodding), like Dan (join a cult), like Gad 

(able to overcome adversity), and no doubt at least one like Asher (rich). 

 

Let’s look at Seven Aspects of Asher that characterizes his wealth and happiness.  In these same seven 

characteristics we can also see how his life foreshadows what every believer has IN Christ. 

 

Asher’s Supply 
 

“Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties”   (Genesis 49:20) 
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Jacob said that Asher would have abundant supply!  In Moses’ prophecy of the tribes of Jacob’s twelve 

sons, like Jacob, he too predicted the wealth of Asher.  He said that Asher would have plenty of bread, 

grain, and great supply. 

 

God blessed the Jewish people with material possessions in the Old Testament economy when they 

obeyed His commandments. Today, in the New Testament economy, God blesses us spiritually when we 

are faithful to Him.  Asher was blessed and he rejoiced. 

 

Asher’s Service 
 
“Out of Asher his bread shall be fat, and he shall yield royal dainties”   (Genesis 49:20) 

 

Asher would yield “royal dainties”.  This meant that Asher would have what only kings, queens, and 

princes would enjoy.  Notice the order:  First, the “bread”; and then the “yield”.  This is the proper 

order of supply and service.  We must first labor before we can enjoy the fruit. In a spiritual sense, 

before we enjoy the royal dainties, we must partake of the “bread of God’s Word”. 

 

Fulfillment of Jacob’s Prophecy of Asher 
 

1. 2 Samuel 5:11 – The Masonic Lodge (commonly called Masons) claim 

Hiram, King of Tyre – they are wrong; Hiram belongs in the Bible!  

Hiram built David a “royal dainty” – a “house”. Tyre was the area 

occupied by the Tribe of Asher. 

 

2. 1 Kings 5:10 – Hiram sent “royal dainties” to King Solomon – He built 

Solomon a “temple” 

 

3. Luke 2:36-38 – Anna (from the tribe of Asher) gave “royal dainties” of fasting, prayer, and 

thanksgiving.  She spoke to all them that desired redemption. 

 

Asher’s Seed 
 

“And of Asher he said, Let Asher be blessed with children; let him be acceptable to his brethren, and 

let him dip his foot in oil. Thy shoes shall be iron and brass; and as thy days, so shall thy strength be” 

(Deuteronomy 33:24-25). 

 

Moses prophesied that Asher would also “be blessed with children.”  Have you ever considered that 

NOT all children are blessings to their parents?  Some children bring more burdens than blessings! 

Some families are less “happy” because of sin and rebellion. 

 

Paul spoke of his “spiritual children” and “sons in the faith” – 

 

ü Philippians 4:1 – “Therefore, my brethren dearly beloved and longed for, my joy and 

crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.” 

ü 1 Thessalonians 2:19-20 – “Are not ye my crown of rejoicing?  For ye are our glory and   

joy.” 

Masonic Cult 
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ü 1 Timothy 1:2 – “Unto Timothy, my own son in the faith…” 

ü 2 Timothy 1:2 – “My dearly beloved son…” 

ü Titus 1:4 – “To Titus, mine own son…” 

ü Philemon 10 – “I beseech thee for my son Onesimus, whom I have begotten in my 

bonds.” 

 

Sadly, many believers are “spiritually barren” – they have never won one soul to Christ.  God desires 

us to be like Asher – “Let Asher be blessed with children”. 

 

Asher’s Sociability 
 

“…let him be acceptable to his brethren” (Deuteronomy 33:24b). 

 

Unlike Joseph, who readily offended his brothers because of his position of favor with Jacob, his father, 

there was something about Asher that his brethren to like him most among the rest. Asher always 

seemed “happy, cheerful, and fun.” 

 

My, how we could learn from Asher’s example in our Christian lives!  Believers ought to be enjoyable 

to be around – not cantankerous and difficult. Some believers aren’t happy unless there is a “crisis in the 

church” or some juicy piece of gossip to talk about on the telephone.  This ought not to be! 

 

“A man that hath friends must shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that sticketh closer than a 

brother” (Proverbs 18:24). 

 

Asher’s Source 
 
“…and let him dip his foot in oil” (Deuteronomy 33:24c) 
 
Asher settled down in a area where there was an abundance 

of olive trees.  Instead of soaking his aching feet in water, 

he soaked them in olive oil.  Until 1935, theologians 

believed that olive oil was the only source of Asher’s 

abundance – but in 1935 the Arab nations of Iraq, Iran, and 

Saudi Arabia discovered another type of oil – Petroleum. 

 

Because of the global demand of petroleum, ships began to 

sail to the Persian Gulf; a pipeline was constructed across 

northern Israel to the Mediterranean Sea.  The pipeline ran 

right through the city of Haifa, and Haifa is a seaport city 

on the western coast of Israel – the same area settled by 

Asher! 

 

Can you imagine why people do not believe the Bible is the inspired, infallible, inerrant, immutable 

Word of God?  Spiritually speaking, it is important for the child of God to have access to plenty of oil in 

their lives because “oil” pictures the Holy Spirit. 

Asher Dip His Foot in Oil 
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Asher’s Shoes 
 

“Thy shoes shall be iron and brass” (Deuteronomy 

33:25a) 

Some believe that Moses’ reference of iron and brass 

speaks of Asher as the center of Israel’s industrial area – 

Haifa, Israel. 

 

 
3 Major Cities of Israel – 
 

ü JERUSALEM – is the religious center of Israel 

ü TEL AVIV – Entertainment center of Israel 

ü HAIFA – Industrial center of Israel 

 

Isn’t it amazing that after more 

than 4,000 years after the 

prophecies of Jacob and Moses, 

both of them have been fulfilled 

in our generation!  Just as the 

psalmist wrote, “The steps of a 

good man are ordered by the 

Lord,” we see that the all of the 

Sons of Jacob had their steps 

foretold by God. 

 

 
 
Asher’s Strength 
 

“…and as thy days, so shall thy strength be” (Deuteronomy 33:25b) 

 

As Asher grew older and more mature, he grew stronger in faith.  This should be true of all believers. 

The experiences of our lives ought to teach us to depend more fully upon God. It is no coincidence that 

when Elijah prayed only 63 words on Mt. Carmel and called down fire from heaven, he prayed in the 

land of Asher.  Asher is a place where prayers are answered, and prayer is the chief source of strength 

in the believer’s life. 

 

Are YOU a “happy” Christian? Like Asher, we ought to be “happy” because are “rich” IN 

CHRIST.  Without JOY there will be no strength.  Nehemiah 8:10 – “…for the joy of the LORD is 

your strength.”  Happiness is strength and strength is victory!  Decide NOWS to be happy in the Lord 

and live like Asher. 

 

 

 

City of Haifa 

City of Tel Aviv JERUSALEM 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Naphtali 

(Genesis 49:21) 

 
“Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.”  Genesis 49:21 
 
 
Introduction 
 

We will now examine the prophesies of Naphtali, the son of Jacob and Rachael’s handmaid, Bilhah. 

Naphtali is a full brother of the Dan, the apostate son of Jacob. We will divide the prophesies of 

Naphtali into 6 Main Headings. 

 

 

The Pronouncement of Naphtali 
 

No doubt Naphtali was a man who felt inferior to legitimate sons of Jacob. The name, “Naphtali” 

literally means, “to struggle”.  The pronouncement of Naphtali is that “Naphtali  is a hind let loose.” 

 

Have you ever wondered what these men looked like? Perhaps you imagine certain character traits of 

these boys by their actions. I envision that they looked like this: Reuben (old & stocky); Simeon & Levi 

(well-built & strong); Judah (pleasant looking like David); Zebulun (looked like a preacher); Issachar 

(like a farmer); Dan (like Judas Iscariot); Gad (determined); Asher (smiling; happy). 

 

When I think of Naphtali, I think of a tall, slender, distance runner; athletic – he was a “hind let 

loose”.  A hind is a “deer” that is swift.  Jewish tradition says that Naphtali was the one of that out ran 

his brothers to tell Jacob that Joseph was alive and 

living in Egypt.  This belief is based on the prophecy 

of him by his father Jacob. 

 

We need more men like Naphtali today in the 

church!  Men who like a hind let loose run to give 

goodly words. There is a story about a preacher 

named Gypsy Smith.  He was a preacher of days 

gone by, was once asked, “Why isn’t America having 

revivals like they used to?”  He replied, “Young 

people are not interested in spiritual things, but prefer 

the material things of America.  If they would 

consecrate themselves to God, then the U.S. would 

again experience real revival!” 

 

 

Naphtali: Like a Hind Let Loose 
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The Prophecy of Naphtali 
 

Moses said something special about Naphtali – “He is SATISFIED!” 

 

“And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full with the blessing of the LORD: 

possess thou the west and the south” (Deuteronomy 33:23). 

What a wonderful testimony!  Are YOU satisfied?  Are YOU content?  Can it be said of YOU that YOU 

have no desire for more in this world? One of the greatest problems of our day is that people are 

NEVER satisfied! I can think of only one man who said, “I have enough,” and the Scriptures look upon 

him with disfavor. 

 

God’s Word records the meeting of Jacob and Esau, his brother, after Jacob returned home with his 

wives, children, and possessions.  Jacob feared Esau because he stole his birthright, so he sent gifts 

ahead to his brother. Esau said something unique – “I have ENOUGH!”  (Genesis 33:9). 

 

Have YOU ever heard anyone say such a thing? I wonder what God would say if all Christians prayed, 

“Lord, I have enough! I have all that I could ever want or need, but the greatest thing that I have is 

YOU.  I am satisfied!” 

 

God’s Word deals with this subject.  Jesus said, “Lay not up 

for yourselves treasures upon earth, where moth and rust 

doth corrupt, and where thieves break through and steal: But 

lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust doth corrupt, and where thieves do not break 

through nor steal: For where your treasure is, there will your 

heart be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21). 

 

Jesus also said, “For what is a man profited, if he shall gain 

the whole world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man 

give in exchange for his soul?” (Matthew 16:26).  

Satisfaction begins with knowing the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

 

The Picture of Naphtali 
 

Moses also prophesied where Naphtali would settle. 

 

“And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full with the blessing of the LORD: 

possess thou the west and the south” (Deuteronomy 33:23). 

 

Moses said that Naphtali would settle in the West – This referred to the Mediterranean Coast.  He also 

would settle in the South – This would be the Negev Desert where it is hot and arid.  The West provided 

Naphtali much needed “rainfall”, while the South provided “sunshine”. 

 

Where's YOUR Treasure? 
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No wonder Naphtali was satisfied – he had showers & sunshine - 

sunshine & showers!  Did you know that we are only satisfied 

when we have both in our lives?  Difficulties (rainfall) bring us 

the blessings (sunshine) of life. 

 

Did you know that the world wants to be satisfied more than 

anything, but they are looking in all the wrong places!  There is 

only ONE place where we can find satisfaction.  God tells us to 

“Look unto me, and be ye saved, all the ends of the earth; for I am 

God, and there is none else.” (Isaiah 45:22). 

 

 
The Preaching of Naphtali 
 

Looking back at Jacob’s comments of Naphtali, we find another truth of this son. 

 

“Naphtali is a hind let loose: he giveth goodly words.” (Genesis 49:21).  

 

If Jewish tradition concerning Naphtali is true, then Naphtali was something of a “missionary” - He ran 

to others to “give goodly words”! 

 

I truly believe God desires us all to be 

like Naphtali – running to others to 

share the glorious gospel of Jesus 

Christ. Though not all are called to 

pastor, evangelize, or go to a foreign 

field, ALL can “give goodly words” 

to those with whom we come into 

daily contact. 

 

It is no accident that in Psalm 42 and 

Psalm 43 that three times we find the 

question, “Why art thou cast down, O 

my soul?”  In all three cases, the cure 

for downcast souls is “HOPE IN 

GOD”.  No one will place their hope 

in God unless they are told how.  This 

is the work of believers – to “be like a 

hind let loose; giving goodly words.”  
In other words, we should run to tell 

the lost about the Lord Jesus Christ 

and the HOPE that is in Him! 

 

 

 

 

Preaching on the Mount of Olives 

Sunshine & Flowers 
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The Portion of Naphtali 
 

Moses said that Naphtali would be “full of the blessing of the Lord” – In other words, Naphtali was 

FULL OF JOY! 
 

“And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full with the blessing of the LORD: 

possess thou the west and the south” (Deuteronomy 33:23). 

 

Is this not what everyone desires in our lives?  To be full of the Lord’s blessing? What causes us to be 

“full of God’s blessing”?  One thing is necessary for us to be full – the Power of God.  How can we be 

satisfied with anything less?  Too often Christians are content to be complacent, but not Naphtali.  The 

reason there are so many anemic Christians in the church is that they have forgotten what is was like to 

be truly “Full of God’s blessing!” 

 

When we are saved, we get ALL of the Holy Ghost we are ever going to get; the question is, “Does He 

get ALL of us?”  There is but ONE INDWELLING, yet there are many FILLINGS of the Spirit.  There 

are many preachers educated with so many degrees they could go by the name Dr. Fahrenheit, but only 

the Spirit-filled preacher has the Power of God on his ministry. 

 

Unless we are yielded to God, we will never make a noise heard afar or turn the world upside down for 

Christ like the early church.  Now is the time to “examine ourselves”.  Are you content with the status 

quo?  Are you satisfied with your present ministry?  Bible study?   Prayer life?  Witness to the lost? 

 

Look at how God’s Word characterized the children of Naphtali - “The children of Naphtali jeoparded 

their own lives to possess the fullness of God’s blessings” (Judges 5:18). 

 

 

The Prospect of Naphtali 
 
Moses exhorted Naphtali to “possess thou”.   

 

““And of Naphtali he said, O Naphtali, satisfied with favor, and full with the blessing of the LORD: 

possess thou the west and the south” (Deuteronomy 33:23). 

 

This refers to the prospect of possessing the blessings of God.  God will never bless those who do not 

put forth an effort to possess the blessings of God. While many believers are content to be complacent 

does not mean YOU have to be like them! 

 

God desires that we be as Naphtali.  He wants us to run like a deer to “give goodly words” to the lost.  

Some never experience the blessings of God because they have never shared the glorious Gospel of 

Jesus Christ with others.  The only time these believers get a blessing is when someone else’s cup gets 

so full that it runs over into their saucer. 

 

The “prospect of Naphtali” was to possess the blessings of God.  I submit to you that this can and 

should be our prospect today as well! God’s blessings are available to ALL because God is “no 

respecter of persons” – God wants to bless YOU today! 
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Joseph 

(Genesis 49:22-26) 

˱ː˯̡˧ 
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over 
the wall: The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him: But his 
bow abode in strength, and the arms of his hands were made strong by the hands of 
the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the stone of Israel:) Even by the 
God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with 
blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the 
breasts, and of the womb: The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the 
blessings of my progenitors unto the utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall 
be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the head of him that was separate from 
his brethren.”   Genesis 49:22-26 

 
 
Introduction 

 

We will now examine the comments made to Joseph, the favored 

son of Jacob.  No doubt there was great tension in the room when 

Jacob readied himself to give his prophecy of Joseph.  Joseph’s 

brothers knew that he was the first born of Rachael, the wife who 

Jacob truly loved and desired. They knew what they had done to 

Joseph when they were younger.  They had sold Joseph into 

slavery and lied to their father that he was dead.  All of the 

brothers, except Benjamin, were guilty of this terrible atrocity 

against their father and Joseph.   

 

They watched their father mourn because of the death of Joseph 

for twenty-five years, yet none of them had the decency to tell 

Jacob the truth.  When a famine came into the land, Jacob sent all 

of Joseph’s brethren, except little Benjamin, to Egypt for grain.  

They knew that there they found Joseph, elevated and in 

authority in Egypt.  They remember how Joseph revealed himself 

to them and said, “What you did to me, you meant for evil, but 

God meant it for good.” 
 

Now, Israel (Jacob) was on his death bed.  He had already addressed ten sons, and he is now going to 

share what the future would hold for Joseph.  What would Jacob disclose?  How would the prophecies 

of Joseph affect their future?  Would Joseph be elevated to rule over them?  Joseph had already 

disclosed his vision of his brothers bowing down before him.  Would there be such a fulfillment even 

Joseph's Coat of Many Colors 
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after Egypt?  They knew that whatever their father would say, it would be something important!  Let us 

begin this study by first looking at some background of Joseph in the Scriptures. 

 

 

Background of Joseph 
 

In the Book of Genesis there is more about Joseph than any other man.  More is recorded about Joseph 

than Adam, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, or any of the other sons of Jacob.  Joseph is used many times as a 

distinct “type of Christ” However, in the Book of Psalms there is something said about Joseph that is 

not said about him in the Book of Genesis.   

 

“He sent a man before them, even Joseph, who was sold for a servant” (Psalm 105:17). 

 

In Genesis, we find Joseph placed in fetters and irons, but notice what is said in Psalms – “HE (GOD) 

SENT a man before them (Israel)…”  When God wants something done, HE always sends a man!  

 

EXAMPLES – 

 

ü PHILLIP – God sent Phillip to preach to the Ethiopian eunuch so the Gospel would go forth to 

Africa. 

ü PETER – God sent Peter to Cornelius, an Italian, and the Gospel spread to European Gentiles. 

ü BARNABAS – God sent Barnabas to introduce Paul as a believer to the apostles. 

ü PAUL – God sent Paul to lead Lydia to Christ, and the church in Philippi was started. 

 

Someone aptly stated, “The world is looking for better METHODS, while the Lord is looking for 

better MEN.”  I ask YOU tonight, “Are YOU willing for God to raise you up and send you to do 

something for the cause of Christ?” 

 

Let us look at Joseph by using a simple 5-Point Outline: 

 

ü Joseph’s FRUITFULNESS 

ü Joseph’s FOUNTAIN 

ü Joseph’s FURTHERENCE 

ü Joseph’s FOES 

ü Joseph’s FULNESS 

 

 

Joseph’s Fruitfulness 
 

“Joseph is a fruitful bough…” (Genesis 49:22a) 
 

Jacob used the word “fruitful” to characterize Joseph’s life. Look at the words Jacob used to describe 

his other sons: 

 

1. Reuben – “unstable” 

2. Simeon – “divided” 
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3. Levi – “scattered” 

4. Judah – “scepter” 

5. Issachar – “burden” 

6. Zebulun – “haven” 

7. Dan – “serpent” 

8. Gad – “overcomer” 

9. Asher – “happy” 

10. Naphtali – “swift” 

 

How wonderful to have a “fruitful spiritual life”!  There is no greater enjoyment than to see the fruit of 

our labors. 

 

Three (3) Ways Joseph Was Fruitful 
 

ü Joseph Was Fruitful Numerically – 
 

You can look the world over and not find 

where Joseph settled in Israel, but you can 

find where his two (2) sons settled.  Joseph’s 

two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh, each 

received a portion of land as an inheritance. 

Joseph was fruitful numerically because he 

received the “double portion” reserved for 

the firstborn son. Though Joseph was not 

Jacob’s firstborn, Joseph was the firstborn 

son of Rachael, his true love. 

 

ü Joseph Was Fruitful Spiritually – 
 

In Galatians 5:22-23 Paul lists 9 characteristics of the Spirit – love, joy, peace, long-suffering, 

gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, & temperance (self-control).  It is interesting that Scripture 

characterizes Joseph’s life by these same traits. 

 

× Beginning of Joseph’s Life – (faith, meekness, temperance) 
¶ Faith – Joseph believed God revealed his future through a dream; so being sold into 

slavery was not the end of him 

¶ Temperance – Joseph overcame the temptation of Potiphar’s wife, who seduced and 

lied about him 

¶ Meekness – God elevated Joseph to power, but he did not abuse it like so many today 

 

× Middle of Joseph’s Life – (long-suffering, gentleness, goodness) 
¶ Long-suffering – Joseph suffered in Egyptian prison 

¶ Gentleness – Joseph dealt gently with the butler, baker, Pharaoh, and his brothers 

¶ Goodness – Joseph was good to others 

 

× End of Joseph’s Life – (love, joy, peace) 

"Joseph Is a Fruitful Bough" 
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¶ Love – Joseph loved his father and brothers unconditionally 

¶ Joy – Joseph knew real joy in his heart, despite the trials of his life 

¶ Peace – Joseph made peace with God and others 

 

ü Joseph Was Fruitful Typically – 
 
× Many men in Scripture are types of Christ, but none foreshadow Jesus Christ more than 

Joseph 

× Examples – he was hated by his brethren, taken to Egypt, despised and rejected, acquired 

a Gentile bride, he was revealed to his brethren when he came a second time, and many 

more.  It is said that there are over 300 types of Christ found in person of Joseph. 

 
 
Joseph’s Fountain 
 
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well…” (Genesis 49:22b) 

 

Jacob says Joseph would be rooted by a “Well”!  There is similar imagery found in the Book of Psalms.  

The psalmist teaches that a tree planted by a river will be fruitful. 

 

“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way of 

sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his 

law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that 

bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall 

prosper. The ungodly are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the 

ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. For the 

LORD knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the ungodly shall perish.” (Psalm 1:1-6) 

 

The “well” Joseph was rooted in refers to Jehovah.  Joseph walked and talked with God, and God 

revealed things to Joseph (i.e. - Joseph’s dream of the sheaves of wheat bowing down to him).  God had 

plans for Joseph, and this gave Joseph confidence and peace.  Joseph was “a man sent by God” to 

preserve the nation of Israel during a great famine. If you want to know God’s will; if you want His 

power, presence, prosperity, protection, & provision in your life, you too must get you roots in God’s 

well. 

 

 

Joseph’s Furtherance 
 
“Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by a well; whose branches run over the wall” 

(Genesis 49:22). 

 

Have you ever seen a bush that was so rooted and fruitful that you could not contain its growth?  That’s 

the way Joseph was.  Joseph grew, expanded, and became more fruitful with time. Walls are often built 

to stop things and people, but no wall could stop the furtherance of Joseph’s fruitfulness. 
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Let’s briefly examine some of the walls Joseph overcame during 

his life: 

 

ü Family Wall – Joseph’s brothers envied and hated him 

because of Jacob’s favor toward him. Joseph told them 

about his dream in which sheaves of wheat bowed before 

him.  His father said that one day his brothers would bow to 

him.  They sold him into slavery, but even this did not stop 

him.  Maybe YOU have a family wall that you think is 

holding you back?  By God’s grace, such walls will not stop 

our fruitfulness IF you are rooted in God. 

 

ü Prison Walls – Joseph was falsely accused by Potiphar’s 

wife and sent to prison for doing nothing wrong.  Many men 

would have shut down on God, but not Joseph.  He dreamed 

dreams while shackled in irons and fetters.  Prison walls 

could not stop his fruitfulness!  God intervened and he was 

elevated to a prominent position. 

 

ü Social Walls – Joseph ministered to all classes of people – a butler, a baker, and to Pharaoh 

himself.  He ministered to the lowest to the highest classes of society.  C.H. Spurgeon ministered 

to 65 members of English Parliament, but he taught Bible lessons to children also. 
 

ü Racial Walls – Joseph was able to minister to both Jews and Gentiles alike!  His wife was a 

Gentile bride, and his sons were bi-racial.  Racial walls should never stop the fruitfulness of a 

man rooted in the well of God! 

 

Joseph’s Foes 
 

“The archers have sorely grieved him, and shot at him, and hated him” (Genesis 49:23). 

 

Jacob spoke about “archers” who shot at Joseph.  Joseph had many “archers” who took aim at him 

throughout his life.  Whenever you serve the Lord, you can expect opposition.  You can expect others to 

try to tear you down and destroy your witness. 

 

Did you know that not one blemish is said about Joseph in the Bible?  It is amazing that not one negative 

word is recorded about Joseph, even though he as many enemies as anyone in the Word of God. Have 

YOU ever been shot at someone?  Satan does not mind that you are religious, so long as you don’t get 

serious about it!  When you do, expect the arrows of an archer.  This is always the case when man lives 

for God!  This is why Paul encouraged young Timothy.  “Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ 

Jesus shall suffer persecution” (2 Timothy 3:12). 

 

Notice that the archers never “shot him down!”  “But his bow abode in strength, and the arms of his 

hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty God of Jacob; (from thence is the shepherd, the 

stone of Israel:)” (Genesis 49:24).  Joseph’s hands were made strong by the hands of God!  Joseph shot 

Joseph Dreamed His 
Brothers Bowed Before Him 
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back in “love & forgiveness”.  In the case of his brothers, the baker, and Potiphar’s wife, Joseph shot 

back with spiritual arrows designed for good and not evil. 

Joseph’s Fulness 
 

“Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee; and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with 

blessings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that lieth under, blessings of the breasts, and of the 

womb: The blessings of thy father have prevailed above the blessings of my progenitors unto the 

utmost bound of the everlasting hills: they shall be on the head of Joseph, and on the crown of the 

head of him that was separate from his brethren” (Genesis 49:25-26). 

 

We could speak on the fulness of Joseph forever.  Joseph is one of the most prominent characters in the 

Bible.  Genesis 49:25-26 reveals the “Blessings upon Joseph”.  IF you want the blessings of God upon 

your life, following the example of Joseph is a great formula.  Get your roots in the God’s well, and trust 

in his provision, presence, power, and protection!   

 

In a word, the secret to Joseph’s fruitfulness was his Separation.  Joseph refused to act like his brethren.  

He chose to take the “high road” and not to yield to life-styles of others.  My friend, this is good advice 

for anyone that wants to serve the Lord.  
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Benjamin 

(Genesis 49:27) 

 
“Benjamin shall raven as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour the prey, and at 
night he shall divide the spoil.”  Genesis 49:27 
 
 
Introduction 
 

We will look at the youngest son of Jacob – Benjamin. 

 

“Benjamin shall raven as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour 

the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil” (Genesis 49:27) 

 

There is a stark contrast between what Jacob and Moses prophesied 

about Benjamin (Read - Deuteronomy 33:12). 

 

“And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell 

in safety by him; and the Lord shall cover him all the day long, 

and he shall dwell between his shoulders”  (Deuteronomy 33:12).  

 

 

Contrast Between Prophesies of Benjamin 
 

Jacob describes Benjamin as a ravenous wolf; Moses describes Benjamin as a lamb. A lamb dwells in 

the safety between his shepherd’s shoulders.  The shepherd covers the lamb and protects it from danger. 

Why does Jacob & Moses’ prophesies provide such a contrast of Benjamin? 

 

I submit to you that “Benjamin was once a ravenous 

wolf, BUT something changed him into a gentle 

lamb!”  Is this possible?  Can a person be a ravenous 

wolf and change into a lamb? I believe they can. Let us 

look at just a couple of examples.  Saul of Tarsus was 

a ravenous wolf, but then he became a lamb, and 

ultimately a shepherd.  Explain how Saul the Pharisee 

became Paul the Preacher.  John Newton – the author 

of the famous hymn, “Amazing Grace,” was once a 

ravenous wolf of a man, BUT then he got saved!  Early 

in his life he blasphemed God, hated Jesus, whipped 

men for their faith, and hated the prayers of his 

devoted mother.  Something changed him.  He found 

"Benjamin Shall Raven as a Wolf" 

"He Shall Dwell Between His Shoulders" 
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Jesus Christ as his personal Saviour, and he became a gentle lamb. 

 

We all have a wolf in us before we were saved!  We are born sinners after the image and likeness of 

Adam.  Maybe YOU hated God, have cursed Christians, have blamed God for things in your life, and 

never gave Him credit for anything.  Thank be to God who can change a wolf like me into a lamb (child) 

of God! 

 

Benjamin the Child 
 
“There is little Benjamin with their ruler, the princes of Judah and their council, the princes of 

Zebulun, and the princes of Naphtali” (Psalm 68:27). 

 

“There is little Benjamin…” Why do you suppose God used the adjective “little” to describe 

Benjamin?  I believe it is because God saw him as a “child”. Let me explain by looking at some 

Scripture in the Book of Genesis. 
 

Genesis Chapter 35 is often called the “funeral chapter”.  There are recorded in this one chapter 4 

deaths, 3 graves, & 3 burials (actually 4 because the women bury their idols in vv. 3-4). 

 

× DEBORAH DIES (v. 8) – Rebecca’s nurse died and “Little Benjamin” is born without a nurse. 

 

× RACHEL DIES (v. 19) – Benjamin’s mother, Rachel, died giving birth to him. 

 

× ISAAC DIES (v. 29) – His grandfather, Isaac, died before his birth. 

 

Benjamin is born into a difficult situation – without a nurse, without a mother, and without his 

grandfather. No doubt we all know someone born into such a difficult situation, and such situations have 

an impact on a child’s life.  Benjamin’s situation impacted him as well. 

 

Psalm 68:27 reveals how God loves the little children of the world.  William Kalper, an Elizabethan 

poet who lost his own mother at age 6, wrote this poem about his own childhood situation – 

 

I heard the bell toll on thy burial day, 
I saw the hearse that bore thee slow away. 

And turning from my nursery window drew a long, long sigh 
And wept a last adieu. 

Thus many a sad tomorrow came and went 
Till all my stock of infinite sorrow was spent. 

I learned at last submission to my lot 
Although I less deplore it, I never forgot. 

 

 “Benjamin” was certainly “Little” in a number of ways: 

 

ü Benjamin was Little NUMBERICALLY – His was the smallest tribe of Israel. 
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ü Benjamin was Little TERRITORIALLY – His land  

           was very small in comparison. 

 

ü Benjamin was Little INFLUENCIALLY – His  

           influence on the others was insignificant. 

 

 

Benjamin the Characteristics 
 

“Benjamin shall raven as a wolf: in the morning he shall devour 

the prey, and at night he shall divide the spoil” (Genesis 49:27). 

 

Jacob characterized Benjamin as a “WOLF”, and a wolf is a 

“SURVIVOR”.  Benjamin survived the circumstances of his life; 

but the prophecy also speaks of Benjamin’s progeny in the future. 

 

Let us examine a few Survivors from the tribe of Benjamin – 

 

× Ehud  (Judges 3:12-31) 
¶ Ehud, a Benjaminite, slew wicked King Eglon and liberated Israel from the Moabites. 

¶ This was a direct fulfillment of Jacob’s prophecy – “In the morning he shall devour, 

and at night he shall divide the spoil.” 

 

× King Saul  (1 Samuel 14) 
¶ King Saul devoured the Amalekites in the morning, and in the evening he divided the 

spoils of war among Israel. 

¶ Saul was from the tribe of Benjamin. 

 

× Mordecai  (Book of Esther) 
¶ Mordecai orchestrated the plan to save Israel from wicked Haman of Persia. 

¶ Mordecai hanged Haman on the very gallows Haman had built for him. 

¶ Mordecai devoured Haman and divided the spoils of Persia among Israelites. 

¶ Mordecai was from the tribe of Benjamin. 

 

× Apostle Paul  (Book of Acts) 
¶ Saul of Tarsus once held the coats of those who stoned Stephen. 

¶ He vehemently persecuted Christians as a ravenous wolf. 

¶ After he was converted on the Road to Damascus, he took the spoils of the Word of 

God and divided them among others. 

¶ Many were made rich by the spiritual spoils of Paul. 

¶ You guessed it… Paul was from the tribe of Benjamin. 

 

Jacob’s prophecy is filled with great lessons, but the one lesson we should see is that there can never be 

“spoils without devouring”.  It is our definite duty to devour sin in our lives.  We must combat the flesh 

on a daily basis in order to enjoy the spoils of our warfare! 
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Benjamin the Closeness 
 

“And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall 

cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12a) 

 

“The beloved of the Lord” - That’s Benjamin – Beloved of the Lord.  God loved Benjamin, something 

not said of Joseph, Jacob, or any of the other sons of Jacob. Can you see the heart of God here?  God 

had pity on “little Benjamin”. 

 

God loves little children!  Make no mistake about it! God especially is compassionate of children 

without a mother, father, or grandparents to help love them.  As a matter of fact, it can be said that God 

loves us ALL more than any other person can love us. 

 

Let me show you how God proved his love for Benjamin.  Look once more at the prophecy of Jacob 

concerning his youngest son, Benjamin: 

“And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall 

cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12) 

 

Who is the “him” by whom Benjamin was placed?  Judah!  God put “little Benjamin” right beside 

“BIG, STRONG JUDAH”.  The young always needs the strong.  The strong should always nurture and 

care for the young, especially in the Church!  Of course, this also meant that Benjamin was positioned 

near the entrance of the Tabernacle, which was nearest the entrance to the very presence of God. 

 

 

Benjamin the Covering 
 

“And of Benjamin he said, The beloved of the LORD shall dwell in safety by him; and the Lord shall 

cover him all the day long, and he shall dwell between his shoulders” (Deuteronomy 33:12b) 

 

Where can one find a better covering than GOD?  When the strong can no longer be close to you, we 

should always remember that we are covered by the wings of the Lord our God continually.  “Between 

the shoulders” speaks of strength – the strength of Almighty God. 

 

In whom do you rely to cover you in the midst of danger and distress?  My friend, Just as God loved 

Benjamin, protected him, and covered him, God desires the same for YOU!  Trust in the Lord your God 

right now! 

 

Benjamin the Connection 
 

I would be remiss if I did not show how Benjamin also foreshadows the Lord Jesus Christ.  Let me show 

you just 3 Ways in which this is true: 

× Benjamin was born in Bethlehem – So was Jesus 
× Benjamin was called the “Beloved of the Lord – So was Jesus 
× Benjamin was a son of sorrow – So was Jesus 

 



 

66 

Have YOU given your heart to the Lord Jesus?  He LOVES you as He loved Little Benjamin.  Jesus 

stands today with outstretched arms saying, “Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, 

and I will give you rest” (Matthew 11:28).  Will YOU not come to Jesus Christ and be saved today?  
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The Sons of Jacob: 
Two Women By Whom God Built a Nation 

(Ruth 4:11; Genesis 29-30) 
 
“And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. 
The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like 
Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, 
and be famous in Bethlehem:”  Ruth 4:11 
 
 
Introduction 
 

In order for us to understand Ruth 4:11, we must go back to Genesis Chapters 29-30 and review the 

origin of the family of Jacob.  It may surprise you to find that God used a completely dysfunctional 

family to comprise the nation of Israel, the Jews. 

 

 

A Deceiver Is Deceived – Genesis 29 
 

Bear with me as I summarize the chapter of God’s Word.  Jacob stole his brother’s birthright and 

blessings.  For fear of his brutish brother, Jacob fled to Padanaram in search of a new life.  Jacob found a 

beautiful woman, Rachel, at a well. He kisses her (love at first sight), meets her father, Laban, and 

agrees to work 7 years for Rachel’s hand in marriage. Laban was a deceiver in his own right, however, 

and he tricks Jacob into marrying his oldest daughter, Leah. Laban excused his actions because it was 

customary that the eldest daughter be married before the youngest.  

 

The problem with this type of story is that we tend to focus on the individuals rather than see the “hand 

of God” in the affairs of men. In the case of Jacob, “his sins had found him out” and justice was served. 

Jacob’s sin of deception involved the elder & younger, and so did Laban’s.  Laban instructed Jacob that 

if he fulfilled Leah’s week (probably the longest week of his life), then he could marry Rachel by 

serving 7 more years for her. Within a week, Jacob had married two women whom God would use to 

build the nation of Israel. 

 

As the days passed, Jacob no doubt showed favor to Rachel, but God had compassion on Leah. God 

opened Leah’s womb, while Rachel remained barren. Leah conceived 4 sons – Reuben, Simeon, Levi, & 

Judah – while Rachel had no children at all.  This brings us to one of most sinful chapters in the Word of 

God. 

 

A Cesspool of Sin – Genesis 30 
 

In Genesis 30:1 we find envy, jealousy, arguing between a wife & her husband, and the threat of suicide. 
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“And when Rachel saw that she bare Jacob no children, Rachel envied her sister; and said unto 

Jacob, Give me children, or else I die” (Genesis 30:1). 

 

In verse 2 we find the anger of a husband toward his wife and a great theological divide. 

 

“And Jacob's anger was kindled against Rachel: and he said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld 

from thee the fruit of the womb?” (Genesis 30:2). 

 

In verse 3 we find one wife willing to give her husband her handmaid as a concubine to bear children on 

her behalf. 

 

“And she said, Behold my maid Bilhah, go in unto her; and she shall bear upon my knees, that I may 

also have children by her” (Genesis 30:3). 

 

In verse 4 we find Jacob cooperating with the foolishness of his idolatrous wife. 

 

“And she gave him Bilhah her handmaid to wife: and Jacob went in unto her” (Genesis 30:4). 

 

In verse 5 we find the fruit of this ungodly union is a son named DAN.  Remember, this son will be the 

first to apostacize and commit idolatry. 

 

“And Bilhah conceived, and bare Jacob a son” (Genesis 30:5). 

 

Genesis 30:6-13 provides much of the same - one wife competing against the 

other for the love and favor of Jacob!  There is something especially 

interesting that occurs in Gen. 30:14-21.  Here we find the story of “The 

Mandrakes”. 

Mandrake in Hebrew means “love plant”.  Among certain Asian cultures, it is 

believed to ensure conception. Most theologians
 

hold the Mandragora 

officinarum to be the plant intended in Genesis 30:14 ("love plant") and Song 

of Songs 7:13 ("the mandrakes send out their fragrance"). 

 In Genesis 30:14-21, 

Reuben, the eldest son 

of Jacob and Leah 

found mandrakes in a 

field. Rachel, Jacob's infertile, but favorite 

second wife and Leah's sister, desired the 

mandrakes and barters with Leah for them. The 

trade offered by Rachel is for Leah to spend the 

next night in Jacob's bed in exchange for Leah's 

mandrakes. Leah gives away the plant to her barren sister, but soon after this Leah, who had previously 

had four sons but had been infertile for a long while, became pregnant once more and in time gave birth 

to two more sons, Issachar and Zebulun, and a daughter, Dinah. Rachel manage to get pregnant to 

become pregnant a few years later. 

Mandrake Root 
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The Grace of God is revealed in Genesis 30:22-25: 

 

“And God remembered Rachel, and God hearkened to her, and opened her womb. And she conceived, 

and bare a son; and said, God hath taken away my reproach: And she called his name Joseph; and 

said, The LORD shall add to me another son” (Genesis 30:22-25). 

 

Throughout all of the sinfulness of this family, God still bestows grace upon Rachel.  Notice that Rachel 

prayed to the God of Jacob and God answered her prayers to open her womb!  It is important to realize 

that it was God, not the mandrakes, opened Rachel’s womb to bear children.   

 

In verse 1 Rachel’s threatened to die if she did not get her way.  We ought always to be careful what we 

say to God!  Genesis 30:16-19 records that Rachel did have another son, Benjamin, but she died during 

hard labor. 

 

What a cesspool of sin is recorded in God’s Word.  How would God ever cause something good or 

positive of this mess?  God always delights in making something out of nothing!  Let’s look at this 

nation built by these two women – Leah and Rachel. 

 
If we had written the Bible, we may well have left out Genesis 30.  Why do you suppose God chose to 

reveal the sinfulness of this family?  Could it be because God delights to bestow His Amazing Grace? 

Paul wrote, “Where sin abounded, GRACE did much more abound!” (Romans 5:20). 

 

It is to see how God bestows His grace upon the members of this family of Jacob and lay the foundation 

for a His chosen people, Israel. Maybe there is someone reading this study that thinks they are too sinful 

to ever be forgiven by God.  May I suggest that you think again!  God majors in “forgiving sinful 

men!”  This is God’s master plan – “to reconcile men unto Himself”.  God says, “Whosoever will may 

come” – “He that cometh unto me, I will in no wise cast out” – “Whosoever calls upon the name of 

the Lord shall be saved!” 
 

 

The Nation of Israel – A Portrait of God’s Grace 
 

 

God Sent a Man - Joseph 
 

We learned that all of the sons of Jacob, with the exception of Joseph & Benjamin, were bad boys.  God 

“sent a man - Joseph” to preserve the nation of Israel during the time of famine.  The family of Jacob, 

now named Israel, did not deserve to be saved any more than you or I deserve salvation, but God loved 

Israel and saved them any way.  That is the definition of “grace” – unmerited favor.  God had already 

sent a man, Joseph, and had him in place to help preserve His chosen people, Israel. As prime minister 

of the land, Joseph provided the grain necessary to save his family. 

 

God Sent a Man – Moses 

 
After 430 years of Egyptian slavery, God “sent Moses” to deliver the nation of Israel.  God gave Moses 

instruction for the first Passover, and spared the firstborn of all Israelites by the blood of a Passover 



 

70 

lamb, and then led them out of bondage.  Though 

Pharaoh’s army pursued them, God destroyed 

Israel’s enemies in the midst of the Red Sea.  

Moses led the nation of Israel for the next forty 

years as they wandered in the wilderness because 

of unbelief, yet God provided food, water, and 

clothing for Israel as they followed God’s man in 

leadership. 

 

God Sent a Man – Joshua 
 

After the death of Moses, God “sent Joshua” to 

lead Israel.  This man, Joshua, was a godly man 

that obeyed the Lord.  Upon seeing a pre-

incarnate appearance of Messiah Yeshua, Joshua 

received and obeyed the instructions of the Lord.  He led them across the Jordan River into the Promised 

Land of Cana.  So long as the people obeyed the Lord, God gave them victory against their enemies.   

 

God Sent Men – Book of Judges 
 

Throughout the period of Judges, God continually dealt with Israel’s rebellions with a series of 

judgments.  Israel would sin, God would judge Israel, Israel would repent, and God would “send a 

man” to deliver them. For 300 years this cycle continued.   

 

God Sent a King – David 
 
Israel wanted a king like the heathen nations, so God gave them 

what they wanted – they wanted Saul who ruled 40 years.  Saul 

was never supposed to be their king – Jehovah was their King.  

Sometimes we get the desires of our heart, and God sends 

leanness to our souls – Be careful what you ask for. 

 

God “sent Samuel” to anoint a king for Israel.  God sent David, 

the youngest son of Jesse to be His King of Israel.   David ruled 

for 40 years, and his son, Solomon ruled 40 years after him.  

After the reign of Solomon, the kingdom was divided.  Israel was 

the Northern Kingdom and Judah was the Southern Kingdom.  

No godly king ever came out of the Northern Kingdom of Israel.  

Samaria became its capital city.  For years Israel was idolatrous 

and wicked, but God “sent prophets” to warn Israel.  Finally 

God sent swift judgment upon the Northern Kingdom, and in 727 

B.C. Assyria conquered them and took Jews into captivity. 

 

God “sent prophets” to warn the Southern Kingdom of Judah. However, Judah did not heed the warning 

of the prophets, and in 586 B.C. Nebuchadnezzar (Babylonians) conquered Jerusalem, destroyed 
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Solomon’s Temple, and killed or kidnapped many Jewish people.  Where the temple once stood, now 

jackals were jumping, and weeds grew in its place. 

 

God Sent Leaders – Zerrubabel, Ezra, Nehemiah 
 

After 70 years, God “sent Zerrubabel” to lead a remnant of Jews back to Jerusalem to rebuild the city. 

Then God “sent Ezra and Nehemiah” too, and the walls and temple were reconstructed, though 

primitive in comparison to before.  Finally, Israel is allowed to leave their captivity and go back to their 

land – yet some of them chose to remain in Babylon. 

 

God Sent 400 Years of Silence 
 
Not long after Israel returned to Jerusalem and rebuilt the city, walls, and temple, Israel again rebelled 

against God. Silence was sent by God this time as a judgment for their rebellion and disobedience.  No 

prophet spoke a word to the nation of Israel.  No vision was dreamed; no 

voice from God was heard in Israel because of their unfaithfulness. 

 

God Sent a Man – John the Baptist 
 

After 400 years of silence, God “sent a man” to speak to the nation of 

Israel.  A man in camel hair, eating locust and wild honey, stood in the 

Judean Valley preaching, “Prepare for the Kingdom of Heaven is at 

hand”.  God sent this man as the forerunner of Messiah. 

 

God Sent Messiah – Jesus Christ 
 

God so loved the world that He sent His only begotten Son in fulfillment of 

the many Messianic prophecies foretold.  Jesus was born of a virgin named 

Mary, of the house of David and tribe of Judah. Jesus grew into adulthood and preached to Israel.  He 

rebuked the leaders of Judaism – the Pharisees and Sadducees – and because He threatened their life-

styles, they schemed to have Him crucified. 

 

God Sent Titus, Roman General 

 

In 70 AD, a Roman general named Titus marched upon Jerusalem and 

destroyed the Herodian Temple. Not one stone was left upon another in 

fulfillment of the prophecy of Jesus Christ (Luke 21:24). Israel has been 

without a temple since. The Jews have been “dispersed” among the Gentile 

nations of the world in fulfillment of Luke 21:24 - “Times of the Gentiles”. 

 

God Sent Theodor Herzl 
 

For nearly 1,900 years, Israel was without a country, a flag, a government, a 

president and prime minister, and they lived in the countries of other people.  

In 1897, a man named Theodore Herzl, an Austrian journalist, covered the 

mockery of a trial of Captain Alfred Dreyfus, a French military officer 

Theodor Herzl 
Father of Zionism 
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accused of high treason.  After watching the process, Herzl was appalled at the anti-Semitic treatment of 

the case.  Dreyfus was convicted, and so stood Theodor Herzl stood on a box and declared, “There is a 

land without a people, and a people without a land.  The people without a land should go to the land 

without a people.”  And thus began the Zionist Movement.  Fifty years later, Israel was declared a free 

and independent state by the United Nations on May 14, 1948.  Partial fulfillment of Ezekiel 36-37 – 

Vision of the Valley of Dry Bones had begun. 

 

 

Conclusion 
 

At points in history, not one Jew remained in the land of Israel.  However, because of the Zionist 

Movement, several brave Jews began to migrate back to the land of their ancestors.  During WWI, the 

Turks sided with Kiser Wilhelm of Germany. When the Allied Forces won WWI, England gained 

control of Israel, and General Allenby of Great Britain handed over the keys of Jerusalem to the Jews. 

 

The Balford Declaration was signed allowing Jews to return to Israel, but they came back in such large 

numbers that problems quickly arose. Britain changed its political position toward the Jews because of 

their favor of the Arabs living there. When WWII erupted, Jews attempted to escape Nazism by going 

to Israel, but England prevented them from entering the land. 

 

During WWII, Adolph Hitler slaughtered 

6 million Jews. Millions of scattered 

Jews desired to return and form a nation, 

but political powers debated over the idea 

of allowing them. Finally, on May 14, 

1948, Israel was recognized as an 

independent state by the United Nations, 

despite England voting against it. As 

soon as Israel secured a homeland, five 

(5) Arab nations (Egypt, Saudi Arabia, 

Jordan, Lebanon, and Syria) attacked 

them from all sides on May 15, 1948, the 

same evening. 

 

God preserved the nation supernaturally; 

Israel was home for good.  In 1948, 1954, 

1967, and 1974 Israel was attacked again 

and again.  The Jews decisively won each 

war because God had allowed them to go 

home for good!  Why has Israel been so 

persecuted?  Because with privilege 

comes responsibility, and Israel has 

repeatedly failed to be faithful to Jehovah 

God. 
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However, even the unfaithfulness of mankind cannot frustrate God’s will.  God has made certain 

“unconditional covenants” with His chosen people, and these covenants are dependent upon the 

faithfulness of God, not man.  End-time prophecies make it essential that Israel be in her homeland with 

a government, and significant population.   

 

According to Daniel 9:24-27, there is a definite program that God has outlined for the Jews.  Antichrist 

will one day make a covenant with Israel, only to break the treaty in the midst of the Tribulation Period.  

Of course, these events are the subject of another message altogether.  Suffice it to say, Israel is an 

“Indestructible Nation”; “An Everlasting Nation”; “A Miracle Nation”; “A Prime Example of the 

Grace of God”. 

 

òPray for the peace of Jerusalem: 

they shall prosper that love thee.ó  
                                                                   (Psalm 122:6) 


